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Music for riders and their horses. 11 MP3 Songs WORLD: World Fusion, CLASSICAL: Contemporary

Details: Equestrian Quadrille is a group of riders and their horses performing maneuvers in synchrony.

Competition teams are made up of four riders, however, any number may be used for exhibition

purposes. Quadrille is judged on the spacing from horse to horse, synchrony of the movements

performed and alignment of the horses. Competitions include Compulsory Test (music optional) and

Freestyle (with music). Writing music for quadrille poses many challenges. The first is having to use fixed

tempos to match the three gaits the horses will be using: Trot, Canter and Walk. Second, the music is

timed to match a video of the routine and along with the tempo restrictions, must somehow come together

as a cohesive and inspirational musical statement. The riders must be able to follow the music and pace

their progress in the routine. Each quadrille composition starts with an introduction that underscores the

riders entering the ring and coming to a stop to acknowledge the judging stand. After the pause, the

routine begins. In an ideal performance, the riders and horses flow to the music in a breathtaking display

of agility, finesse, balance and control. By popular demand (from those who have seen and heard the

quadrille performances) I have created an album based around the two quadrille pieces recently written.

The other nine original selections were created for various projects as outlined below: 1. Finnish Lapland

This main title theme was written for "Spellbound in Darkness in the Land of the Midnight Sun," a

documentary by filmmaker, Susan Stroh. It takes us to Lapland in the far north of Finland where a unique

film festival is held each year during the season when light is absent nearly 24 hours a day. 2. Caribbean

Carnivl This was my first composition written for Michele Purpora-Tardi's equestrian quadrille team: The

Riding Company at Robele Farms. Michele commissioned me to create something Caribbean, fun and
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rhythmically engaging that would get the audiences clapping in time as the piece drew to a close. The

riders, the horses, the instructors, the routine and the music all contributed to a National Championship

for The Riding Company for 2001! (A professional video of this routine with music as performed at the Los

Angeles Equestrian Center is available from Robele Farms.) 3. Wide Open Spaces My sister Maureen

and her boyfriend Thomas have written some exciting movie scripts. After reading one of them, I decided

to write several music cues for the "movie" that I envisioned. This cue takes us on a road in Montana

where our hero is driving through a great expanse on the way to the town where he starts his new life. Is

that a galloping herd of wild mustangs in the distance? 4. Cirque - Prelude, Adagio In 1987, Cirque du

Soleil touched my life and the lives of many of our friends. We've seen nearly every show ever since!

Susan Stroh (see #1) wrote a poem inspired by her experience at the Cirque's first show and asked me to

score music under it. This music-only version helps create the space in which you can imagine yourself

anticipating the show, living vicariously through the daring of the performers and finally, talking about it

with your family and friends as you leave the crowded parking lot and drive away. 5. Olivia In 1999,

composer and friend, Sherry Hackney, asked a few of her composer friends to write music for string

quintet, celebrating her wedding to Alan Cade. That music was recorded at Theta Sound Studio and CDs

were made and given to all of the wedding guests. When her first child was about to be born, she asked

us once again to compose, this time for flute and piano. Olivia is my offering on this album of "Music in

Celebration of the Birth of Olivia Hackney Cade!" (Karin Hoesli - flute) 6. One When Olivia turned one,

Sherry (and Olivia) beckoned us once again to create an album of music in celebration of the event, this

time, for jazz quartet. One is a funky little number that features Larry Cohn on piano, Randy Landas on

acoustic bass, Rod Harbour on drums and Mike Benedict on the soprano saxophone. Raceway Suite 7.

Dawn 8. Warm-up 9. Action This music was written for a documentary on the Indianapolis 500 race with

behind-the-scenes footage from the raceway grounds that most people never get to see. Imagine being in

the garages at the break of dawn, taking warm-up laps in the morning and finally, experiencing the action

of the race later that day. The Snow Queen - ballet redefined (excerpt from act 2) 10. Reunion, Tug of

War, Release I am proud to have composed and performed the music score for this enchanting and

dramatic adaptation for ballet of Hans Christian Andersen's classic story. This particular selection comes

at a crucial time in the story when Gerda finally finds her friend Kai in the Snow Queen's castle and

attempts to rescue him in the face of serious opposition by the Snow Queen, herself. For more



information about this live production as well as the soundtrack CD and video, please visit the Snow

Queen web site at SnowQueen.org 11. Safarican When Michele approached me once again to compose

for The Riding Company's new quadrille routine, the riders were leaning towards music in the Irish/Celtic

style. However, as things evolved, the team changed directions and decided on an African Safari theme.

A key part of my concept was to have chanting in the piece with words that communicated the love and

relationship of horse and rider, both individually and as a team. I decided the words should be in Swahili

and searched various Swahili educational web sites until I found all of the lyrics that were needed. (A

professional video of this routine with music as performed at the Los Angeles Equestrian Center is

available from Robele Farms.) Safarican Intro Trot Canter Sisi cheza, sisi ngoma, sisi safari (we play, we

dance. we journey) Trot Sisi ku-juana, sisi ku-fahamu (we know, we understand) Angu farisi na mimi, sisi

ni zima (my horse and I, we are one) Canter Sisi cheza, sisi ngoma, sisi safari (we play, we dance. we

journey) Walk Sana, sana zuri farisi (very, very beautiful horse) Ingi, ingi zuri farisi (many, many beautiful

horses) Angu farisi ni zuri (my horse is beautiful) Angu farisi na mimi ni zima (my horse and I are one) Sisi

cheza, sisi ngoma, sisi safari (we play, we dance. we journey) Trot Sisi ku-juana, sisi ku-fahamu (we

know, we understand) Angu farisi na mimi, sisi ni zima (my horse and I, we are one) Sisi ni ingi, sisi ni

zuri (we are many, we are beautiful) Pamoja, sisi ni zima (together, we are one) Words (English  Swahili)

and Music by Randall Michael Tobin 2002 Theta Sounds Music (ASCAP) With each listening, I hope this

album of musical landscapes takes you on Safari to new and exciting places. Feel free to contact me with

your thoughts and experiences. All music composed, arranged and performed by Randall Michael Tobin

(except where noted). Recorded, mixed and mastered at Theta sound Studio, Burbank, California.

Package design by Theta Data. 2002 Theta Sounds Music (ASCAP) You can reach me via e-mail at:

rmt@thetasound or via post at: 2219 W. Olive Ave., #226, Burbank, CA 91506.
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