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Vibes player Tim Collins leads a quartet with great original jazz from the straight-ahead tradition, but also

using elements of latin, funk, and rock 6 MP3 Songs JAZZ: Traditional Jazz Combo, JAZZ: Jazz Fusion

Details: Featuring Ayako Shirasaki (piano), Miles Brown (bass), and Obed Calvaire (drums). Tim Collins

Vibraphonist A native of Plattsburgh, NY, 25 year old percussionist Tim Collins has been involved with

music since before he can remember. As a young toddler, he would sit for hours on end listening to

records and "watching them go," as he would put it. He would walk around singing melodies and rhythms,

and often would get into trouble by banging on pots and pans. This interest did not go unnoticed by his

parents, as they signed him up for piano lessons at the ripe old age of 6. Around this same time, the

young Timothy also received a toy drum set for Christmas. Since that time, his musical journeys on both

piano and drums have been melded together on an instrument that employs the skills of both: the

vibraphone. Along the way, he has also achieved a truly remarkable level of versatility on all percussion

instruments. Since 1999, Tim has been concentrating on the vibraphone, earning a Master's Degree in

Jazz Performance from the Manhattan School of Music. As a vibraphonist, he has worked with such

musicians as Steve Slagle, Mike Abene, Dick Oatts, John Benitez, Bobby Sanabria, John Mosca, Ralph

Lalama, Dave Lalama, Steve Kirby, Armen Donelian, Miguel Zenon, and Kent Glenn. He is featured on

pianist Kent Glenn's upcoming recording (untitled as of yet). His active performance schedule includes

leading his own groups, duo performances with pianist Ayako Shirasaki, as well as weekly performances

with the Nathan Childers Trio in Manhattan. He has performed at the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC

as a member of the 2002 Betty Carter's "Jazz Ahead" Workshop, and also in Aspen, CO as a member of

the 2002 Jazz Aspen Snowmass Emerging Artists program. As a drum set player, Tim has performed

with such musicians as Dick Oatts, Cecil Bridgewater, Steve Brown, John Benitez, Steve Kirby, Brian
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Lynch, Don Menza, Andy LaVerne, and many rock and jazz freelance groups throughout Central New

York and New York City. His recording credits on drums include new recordings by the Rich Willey

Quintet ("Gone with the Piggies" CAP 962), Jazz Visions Quartet ("Scenes From A Parallel Universe,

Station House Music CD-101), Christian Pop singer Dionne (not released yet), and Chad McGloughlin's

CD "Out On a Limb." QUOTES: "His playing combines singing lyricism with a deep sense of swing" --

Dick Oatts (Lead Alto, Village Vangaurd Jazz Orchestra) "Musicians who stood out by virtue of their fire or

finesse included New York vibist Tim Collins" -- Mike Joyce (Washington Post, April 2002) "Great playing

all around by this promising musician" -- Steve Slagle (Lead Alto, Mingus Big Band) "A wonderfully played

set...(pianist) Shirasaki and Tim have a wonderful rapport and it was a pleasure listening to them." -- Mike

Abene (composer/arranger) "A world-class performance" -- Chris Rosenberg (guitarist, Ornette Coleman

group) "Tim is one of the most talented musicians I have had the pleasure to work with" -- Steve Brown

(guitarist, Chuck Isreals/Barry Harris) "He is a natural and fluent player...I see almost no limitations as to

what he will accomplish in the future." -- Gordon Stout (Internationally Acclaimed Marimba Artist)
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