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Throughout all ages, the activities of mankind have weighed heavily upon the environment. In turn,

changes in that environment have favoured the rise of certain social groups and limited the actions of

others. Despite this, environmental history has remained a 'blind spot' for most social and economic

historians. This is to be regretted, as the various and unequal effects of environmental change often

explain the strengths and weaknesses of certain social groups, irrespective of their being defined along

the lines of class, gender and ethnicity. This volume brings together the expertise of social and

environmental historians in an effort to assess the extent to which transnational agents changed
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