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This book offers a reappraisal of basic aspects of Aristotelian cosmology. Aristotle believed that all

celestial objects consist of the same substance that pervades the heavens, a stuff unlike those found

near the center of the cosmos that compose us and everything in our immediate surroundings.

Kouremenos argues that, contrary to the received view, Aristotle originally introduced this heavenly stuff

as the matter of the stars alone, the remotest celestial objects from the Earth, and as filler of the

outermost part of the heavens, forming a diurnally rotating spherical shell whose fixed parts are the stars,

the crust of the cosmos which has the Earth at its center. The author also argues that, contrary to another

common view, at no point in the development of his cosmological thought did Aristotle believe the

heavens to be structured according to the theory of homocentric spheres developed by his older

contemporary Eudoxus of Cnidus, in which the other celestial objects, the five planets known in antiquity,

the Sun and the Moon, were hypothesized to move uniformly in circles, as if they were fixed stars.
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