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"If Nike used jazz artists as endorsers, pianist Orrin Evans would be an ideal choice. He's a self-starter,
and his music exhibits the intense focus, passion and skill that marks all great athletes.” JazzTimes
Magazine 9 MP3 Songs JAZZ: Jazz Fusion, JAZZ: Traditional Jazz Combo Details: Press on Orrin
Evans..... "The Philly pianist, ... is a jazz rarity: a young lion who respects tradition but doesn't regurgitate
it." Philadelphia Inquirer "One of the city's more acclaimed young pianists..." The New Yorker Magazine
"One of the most pleasant developments of the late 90's in jazz..." The New York Times "He's certainly
one of the most promising voices of his generation." Philadelphia City Paper "Orrin Evans, an outspoken,
musically and philosophically iconoclastic pianist..." The New York Times "Orrin Evans... emerges as an
intriguing talent with roots in Monk, Bud, Horace..." Jazz Times Magazine BIO Information ORRIN
EVANS "The clear-cut best pianist of his time..." is how Hot House Magazine" described Orrin Evans in
1998, praise which was echoed again in the summer of 2002. This remarkable talent was nurtured in a
household filled with music due to the efforts of his mother, a classical singer who surrounded the
youngster with everything from the melodies of Puccini to the pulsating rhythms of Basie and Ellington.
He learned from what he heard which is still the case today when he acknowledges such musicians as
Trudy Pitts, Tim Warfield, Kenny Barron, Ralph Peterson, Edgar Bateman, Mickey Roker and Bobby
Durham as inspirational guides. His formal study was at Philadelphia's prestigious Settlement School of
Music under Charles Pettaway. The New York Times described the pianist as "...a poised artist with an
impressive template of ideas at his command”, a quality undoubtedly recognized by the legendary
saxophonist Bobby Watson who engaged Evans as piano chair for his band, a position he has held for six
years. Orrin has recorded with Bobby on Live and Learn (Palmetto Records), Quite as it's Kept (Red

Records) which features one of Orrin's original compositions "Looking in Your Eyes". Bobby also
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recorded another of Orrin's compositions "Two Stepping with Dawn" on Bobby Watson Curtis Lundy
Project (Sound Hills Records). Orrin has been playing with the Charles Mingus Big Band for the past
three years. He has also toured with such diverse talents as the evolutionary Wallace Roney, Stefon
Harris, and Antonio Hart. For Orrin Evans, however, the greatest joy is playing his own band which, at
different times, has included such notables as the aforementioned Ralph Peterson, Sam Newsome,
Ralph Bowen, Nasheet Waits, Reid Anderson, John Swana and Duane Eubanks. Besides touring and
recording, Evans is also a teacher and musical commentator, having conducted workshops, clinics and
master classes both in The United States and abroad. When not on the road, he teaches at a private
school in Philadelphia. The newest Orrin Evans adventures are; "Meant to Shine", his latest cd on the
Palmetto Records label, two projects on his own label, IMANI Records, one from the group SEED, and
"Dejavu” by the Orrin Evans Trio. Orrin has two new releases due out soon, another on his own Imani
Records label set for release December 2003 and another on the Palmetto Records label, due to be
released early 2004. Orrin is also a PennPat (Pennsylvania Performing Artists on Tour) roster artist.
Non-profit and government organizations in the mid-Atlantic region may qualify for funding for
performances and residencies. Pianist, composer, bandleader, teacher: Orrin Evans is a musical

renaissance man.
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