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A circumstance has come to the notice of this Ministry, the significance of which I am at a loss to define,

but, since it appears to involve matters of State, both here and abroad, I am convinced that it is of

sufficient importance to be brought to your personal attention. Frankly, I am unwilling to take any further

action in the matter without your advice. Briefly, the situation is this: We are holding, here at the Ministry

of Police, a person giving his name as Benjamin Bathurst, who claims to be a British diplomat. This

person was taken into custody by the police at Perleburg yesterday, as a result of a
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