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The Elftones not only play high-energy contra dance music; this fiddle-guitar duo play amazingly beautiful

waltzes that make your heart sing. 10 MP3 Songs in this album (43:14) ! Related styles: WORLD: Celtic,

FOLK: Contra Dance People who are interested in Alasdair Fraser should consider this download.

Details: Roger Gold and Mara Shea started playing for contra dances in the mid-90s. They quickly

acquired a following of enthusiastic dancers and listeners who wanted a CD--and then more CDs!

ELFTONES (1998) is their first album, now in its second printing. It was followed by two more:

MIST-COVERED MOUNTAINS, an album of very danceable waltzes in a variety of styles; and THE

MOON AND SEVEN STARS, an album similar in format to the first album, ELFTONES, but recorded 3

years later, as they settled more in their own sound. Listeners frequently describe The Elftones' music as

"amazing, beautiful, energizing" and "I can't believe two people are making all that incredible music--it

sounds like 5 people up there!" Roger and Mara do much more than play all the notes really well. Both

guitar and fiddle play equal roles, and balance each other--this is not a typical fiddle-with-guitar-backup

kind of recording! Fiddle and guitar are partners, and the music becomes all the richer for that

partnership. Roger lives in Swannanoa, NC, where he works as a luthier and guitar teacher. Mara lives in

Raleigh, NC, where she teaches violin and fiddle. Spare moments find them traveling throughout the US

to play for dances, workshops, and concerts. Mara also plays for Scottish and English country dances

across the US and Canada.
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