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Rustic rock with washtub bass and instruments found along the roadway. If you can't afford this CD, it's
the CD for you. 13 MP3 Songs in this album (48:45) ! Related styles: FOLK: British Folk, BLUES:
Folk-Blues People who are interested in Tom Waits Luka Bloom Dougie MacLean should consider this
download. Details: Short Interview with James Higgins. INTERVIEWER: Well, tell us about this new CD
Driftwood. JAMES: Driftwood is a warm CD. It's like a friendly ghost. INTERVIEWER: Care to elaborate
on that? JAMES: It's not a loud chain clanking album. No. this is a haunted house with a nice fire and a
sleepy old dog. Not one with broken windows, flashing lightening, and some nut in the attic. Driftwood has
points of view and opinions but doesn't ram them down your throat. | think it can be enjoyed for the music
or the lyrics. Or both. INTERVIEWER: Tell us about the music. JAMES: Most of the bass on this CD was
done with my washtub bass. People tend to think on jug band music when they hear me say that, but it's
not like that at all. You'd be surprised how versatile a wash tub bass can be. Lyrically it talks about
various themes. Play for Free, is about musicians never getting paid but getting "a great opportunity to
showcase your music." Thylacine: There is a famous piece of footage from the 1930s of a captive
thylacine. It was taken just before they went extinct. I've always found this short silent film, fascinating and
extremely sad to watch. | think the Government of Australia issued a reward in the 1960s for anyone who
could prove the continued existence of the thylacine. There have been many rumours and shaky movies
but never anything official. But don't quote me on that exactly. Recently | heard that approximately 36 of
mammals were on the Red List of endangered species. You could practically count the amount of bullets
it would take to destroy one third of the mammalian species' left on Earth. It's come down to that.
Guernica: I've always been amazed at the price of art. The thought that the cost of one painting could

feed a third world country is mind blowing. Picasso, apparently could sign a table cloth after a restaurant
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meal and say keep the change. Luckily this CD is not all doom and gloom. Songs like Chocolate Girl,
Annecy, and, Traveling Bag are much happier and less lofty. The actual music is unquestionably
acoustic. It's very organic: sort of bluesy, sort of folksy. Yet | would say that there isn't a blues song or a
folk song on this CD. Perhaps it's time to redefine the folk song image. INTERVIEWER: Care to have a
crack at it? JAMES: (..2 minute silence.) No. (Another pause). Well | guess folk music redefines itself with
every generation. It tells the stories of the common man. In order to survive, it adapts but rarely strays
from its earthy roots. Folk music has outlived all other genres of music. So | guess folk music can only
ever be redefined on a temporary basis. It is the eternal bank for all music. Musicians come to take out
loans and borrow tunes and lyrics to invest in new musical plantations which in the end all returns to the
bank with renewed interest. INTERVIEWER: I'll take your word for it. JAMES; Something like that
anyway. INTERVIEWER: Are you working on a new CD yet? JAMES: I'm always working on something
but there was quite a sense of relief when this CD was finished. | took a conscious break from my guitar
for a few days. | had a lot of songs left over. Enough for another CD. | toyed with the idea of a double CD
but in the end decided it would be overkill. | never really plan to do another CD. These things always start
with a collection of unrelated songs till a stray spark fuses a few of them together. At that point the idea
suddenly takes off in a spontaneous direction with a solid destination in mind. So in answer to the
guestion, yes, | am working on a new CD, but | await in Limbo for instructions. INTERVIEWER: So, what
do you think of this CD? How does it compare with the others? JAMES: There's nothing on this CD that
annoys me. That is the highest praise | can give one of my CDs. My CDs are all different but similar.
Often they have themes. Neilston was all about Neilston. Summair was all traditional Scottish and Irish
music. Crawling Out the Woodwork was all about being rustic and experimental. Driftwood was born of a
curiosity to see if | could make a whole CD using a wash tub bass on every song. In the end two thirds
was wash tub bass. I think that was enough. Most of the instruments were found in junk shops or, | built
them from bits and pieces. They all have their own stories. Like | said before somewhere, they have been
driftwood as much as | have been. We are all strangers on a road. It's been fun getting to know them.
Lastly, I'd like to apologise to the people of France for my butchering of their wonderful language on, La

Ville D'Annecy.
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