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Ten honest songs about love, loss, and discovery. 10 MP3 Songs POP: Today's Top 40, ROCK: Classic

Rock Details: Franky Perez has knack for storytelling , a timeless sound, and the kind of live show that

buckles your knees. The son of Cuban emigrants, he got his musical start when he befriended conga

legend and Cuban exile, Lazaro Valdez, soaking up Cuban rituals like voodoo while honing his musical

style. Combining working-class rock n roll with his latin soul, Frankys first release, Poor Mans Son (Lava

Records) contains 17 tracks of impassioned honest songwriting, a volume of music which Franky calls his

recession special. Perez took his act on the road, joining Jason Mraz, and sharing festival billing with

John Mayer, Foo Fighters, The Wallflowers, etc. VH1 soon picked up the video for the single "Something

Crazy" including it in regular rotation. CMTnamed Poor Man's Son to a list of top 20 of gems of 2003.

After touring for over a year, Perez returned to Las Vegas to write and re-charge. Perez continued writing

and in the winter of 2004, recorded My 4th of July in the intimacy of his own home. Fulfilling a need to

create a body of work that was true to his own vision and himself, Perez played his own drum parts

(recorded in his foyer), guitar, keyboards, and sang vocals at his own pace in his own control room.

Having the freedom to press 'record' whenver he wanted, he produced a body of work with a

cohesiveness and honesty of which Perez is incredibly proud. The songwriting is tight, well-crafted, and

highly accessible. The production is both dynamic and pleasing while allowing Perez the freedom to

express his clear and soulful voice. The 20 Best Albums You Might Have Missed in 2003 Traditionalists,

Rockers and Reissues Among the Year's Overlooked Gems With many country stars ducking the

limelight over the holidays, many overlooked CDs always seem to resurface on the desks at CMT.com.

Here are several that we'll still be playing in 2004: Franky Perez, Poor Man's Son (Lava) Perez is a

Cuban-American rock 'n' roller but under the electric guitars and bravado is a genuine storyteller. On Poor
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Man's Son, he sings of teenage romance, neighborhood hookers and love for his country all with the

same understanding and passion. On most of the 18 tracks, you can feel the sweat that pours off him in

concert. -- JM
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