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A new brand of in-your-face country music. This self-described "blackcountry and western" music is

catchy and beguiling from the start to the finish. 12 MP3 Songs COUNTRY: Modern Country, ROCK:

Americana Details: Highway Dave and the Varmints - The Lowdown on the Hoedown Steve Earle, Byrds,

Johnny Cash - mix 'em all up with Worcestershire sauce and you'll have some idea of what Highway

Dave and The Varmints are about. From the wild Black Country of the English Midlands, the band creates

a driven alt.country sound with acoustic and electric elements. Highway Dave's songs cover the themes

of long-time-love, long-lost-love, long-lust-love and naturally the odd crisis of faith. These are

supplemented by lead guitarist Mick South's rootsy songs of the world of change, mostly small change.

The boys take from the roots of bluegrass and the twang of Nashville, with the odd thrashville thrown in

for good measure. Upbeat line dancin', Knopfler pastichin', good ole preachin' Varmint humour is never

too far away. Distinctive two part harmony vocals are crafted with a doff to the Stanley, Everly and Marx

brothers. Drums'n'bass are spiced with authentic African djembe beats, as Ralph Stanley meets

Livingstone? Dave's rhythm mandolin and telecaster and Mick's fingerpickin' acoustic and electric round

off the sounds. You can run from this band but you'll only get tired. "This gang, well, they're very good

indeed. These are five blackcountry boys with a sense of humour. They've certainly come up with a

hugely enjoyable album." David Callister, New Cool Country, Album Of The Week - Manx Radio
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