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"Proper Things" evokes a strong and poignant sense of small town with its sparse acoustic arrangements

of banjo, mando, guitar, and plain-spoken lyrics. 11 MP3 Songs COUNTRY: Country Folk, KIDS/FAMILY:

General Children's Music Details: With their sparse musical arrangements of guitar, banjo, and mandolin,

Postmaster Generals provide a poignant sense of small town tinged with lighthearted irreverence. The

lyrical material on their debut album, Proper Things, includes bluegrassy numbers--like their signature

tune "Postmaster"--as well as some Christmas-themed songs--like "Banjo Christmas," which takes

listeners on a geographical tour rivaling "This Land is Your Land." Kids of all ages will enjoy "Kitty Cat

Chorus" Postmaster Generals is Homeless Dave and Steve Jaqua. They've also performed publicly as

The Banded Collar Boys, and the Happy Underwear Guys, both of which are accurate sartorial

descriptions. Their musical partnership was launched with the tune "Postmaster," which was inspired by a

letter written by HD's great-grandfather--the postmaster of a small town in Tennessee--to his brother, who

was off in France fighting World War I. The liner notes of Proper Things include excerpts from that letter.

The liner notes also include a recipe for peanut butter pie written by HD's downhill neighbor, Diane, N.,

who is the food columnist for the Old West Side News in Ann Arbor, Michigan. The CD itself will not stick

to the roof of your mouth. Why peanut butter pie? Because that's a lyric from "Teeter Totter Bride," and

when HD sang the tune for Diane, she figured out a how to make a peanut butter pie, knocked on HD's

door the next day and said, "Here's your peanut butter pie, neighbor." That's the kind of neighbor she is.

You might want to watch a music video for "Christmas in Washtenaw" (another track on the Proper

Things): homelessdave.com/pgnotes.htm If you want to own a complete collection of all the music of

Michigan, you'll need to buy Proper Things.
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