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Editors Judy Alter and James Ward Lee gathered together a group of Kelton aficionados who had either

published or taught or sold his books, or were simply friends. In several meetings, they divided up the

main themes of Keltons writing: Alter provides the overview of Keltons career; Felton Cochran, longtime

owner of Cactus Books in San Angelo, describes how the friendship between bookstore owner and

author grew over the years; Ricky Burk, pastor of the church from which Kelton was buried, talks about

the mans influence in his community; Keltons son, Steve, explains how Keltons career as journalist

permeated his novels; Ruth McAdams, who has taught Kelton for years, explores how he deals with the

themes of endurance and change; Joyce Roach delicately covers how race and ethnicity figure in Keltons

plots and the development of his unforgettable characters; Lee gives readers his inimitable take on the

Hewey Calloway TrilogyThe Good Old Boys, The Smiling Country, and Six Bits a Day; and Bob J. Frye

takes a wry look at Keltons use of humor throughout his career. The book also contains Keltons own view

of the history of the Western novel, a response to revisionist criticism. And finally Cochran provides us a

list of most, not all, of Elmer Keltons extraordinary body of work Publisher: Texas Christian University
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