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After developing the premise for Lillian of The Mermaids using photographs from a Southampton

magazine over twenty-five years earlier, the author had set it aside due to other professional endeavors.

Out of a need to create income he had spent time working as a chauffeur, real estate salesman, and

business broker. The past fifteen years were spent as a certified hypnotherapist, whereby he managed to

write two books on hypnotherapy. Fortunately, he made the time to keep on writing his novels. Having

recently become faced with living out the last quadrant of his life, Longo finally made the decision to

complete Lillian of The Mermaids, Songs of The Sirens. Once and for all, he wanted to establish himself

as a published novelist. In a final commitment to achieving his goal, he sat down at his computer and

continued writing steadily for five months until drafting over two dozen draft revisions. During the process

of writing there became extensive sensitivity and expressions, such as he had never experienced before.

The main reason he followed this book through to completion was because of being such a challenge.

Truthfully, writing this novel had such an emotional impact he had come close to having a nervous

breakdown. If the author had not escaped to Miami for a break when the novel was two thirds complete,

this amazing story may never have reached publication. In addition to the lessons of humanity

accumulated on a one-on-one basis during his practice as a certified hypnotherapist this author had

experienced extensive emotional sensitivity, while creating the characters for this novel. This was

especially true regarding Lillian, her daughter, Justine and her boyfriend, Leroy Benson, the main

character who behaves as John Lennon. Leroy definitely creates the illusion of being John Lennon by

playing Beatle's songs on his guitar. Also very memorable are Lillian's father, Howard Ridgewell, Hugo,

their chauffeur, and Dr. Ognol, the family psychotherapist. If you haven't already guessed it, this doctor's

name was created by spelling the author's surname backwards.Author: Longo, Edward J Publisher:
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