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Inequality is a marked and persistent feature of education systems, both in the developed and the
developing worlds. Major gaps in opportunity and in outcomes have become more critical than in the past,
thanks to the knowledge economy and globalization. More and more populations, both rich and poor
depend on successful use of school and on gaining post-school qualifications. But access to high-quality
schooling, success at school, and chances of higher education all remain socially divided, with
implications for economic opportunities, personal growth, and civic and community development.
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