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This book focuses on the potential impacts of global change on coastal environments in the Asia-Pacific
region. The region is significant because phenomena such as the Asian Monsoon and the El
Nio-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) phenomena, affect the world climate; it has diverse marine and
terrestrial ecosystems, including the world largest areas of coral reefs and mangroves; it has almost
two-thirds of the world s total human population; and its economic growth rate is the highest of any region
in the world. The book identifies important global change issues which will be relevant for the future
management of coastal environments in the Asia-Pacific region. The most important of these is global
warming and accelerated sea-level rise. The potential impacts from this are compounded by current
issues such as unsustainable use of coastal resources; coastal impacts from poor catchment
management; population increase and urbanisation pressure; coastal resource and development
pressure on rural coasts. The book addresses methods for tackling these issues such as integrated
coastal management and the need to recognize the diversity of coastal management practices in the
Asia-Pacific region. The book is written by international coastal experts from the region who have
identified key directions for future global change research that will be of relevance for coastal
management in the Asia-Pacific region. EAN/ISBN : 9781402036286 Publisher(s): Springer Netherlands
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