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The Verse Revolutionaries tells the story of the Imagists, a turbulent and colourful group of poets, who
came together in London in the years before the First World War. As T. S. Eliot was to say, appropriately
re-invoking the Imagist habit of turning anything they admired into French, the imagist movement was
modern poetry's point de repre, the landmark venture that inaugurated Anglo-American literary
modernism. A disparate, stormy group, who had dispersed before the twenties began, these 'verse
revolutionaries' received both abuse and acclaim, but their poetry, fragmented, pared-down, elliptical yet
direct, exerted a powerful influence on modernist writers, and contributed vitally to the transformation of
American and British cultural life in those crucial years. Among those involved were the Americans Ezra
Pound, H.D., William Carlos Williams, Amy Lowell and John Gould Fletcher, and the British T.E. Hulme,
F.S. Flint, Richard Aldington and D.H. Lawrence. On the edges of the story are figures such as W.B.
Yeats, Ford Madox Ford, Wyndham Lewis and T. S. Eliot. They came from very different class
backgrounds, a heterogeneous mlange then only possible in a great metropolis like London. The Verse
Revolutionaries traces the passionate interactions, love affairs and bitter quarrels of these aspiring poets
from 1905 to 1917. Helen Carr unpicks the story of how they came together, what they gained from each
other in the heady excitement of those early days, and what were the fissures that eventually broke up
the movement and their friendships in the dark days of the Great War. Her compelling account challenges
the conventional view of Imagism, and offers an acute analysis of the poetry, of the psychology of the
individuals involved, and of the evolution and emergence of a transformative cultural movement.Author:
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