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Substance meets accessibility: an album filled with upbeat, piano driven tunes. 8 MP3 Songs in this

album (29:14) ! Related styles: POP: Pop/Rock, POP: Piano People who are interested in Elton John Ben

Folds The Fray should consider this download. Details: Don't be fooled by the simple melodies and

catchy hooks; this is not pop. Hidden inside the ear candy by which most 'pop' artists live and die, Michael

Gilbertson, who goes by his nickname, Gilbe, explores feelings well beyond the reach of most 19-year

olds. On his debut album, the piano-rock driven '8-Track,' Gilbe touches on every emotion from heartache

to hangover, but his attention to craft and musicianship sets him far apart from all the lonely teen 'artists'

who think it's cool to be as depressed as possible. In 'The Artist,' Gilbe laments the growing complexity of

relationships in a way that drips with optimism. On the Coldplay-influenced 'Once Lovers,' the entire

chorus is 'Na Na Na Na, Na Na Na'- and it feels so good. And the rocking 'Jenny's Talking' is the perfect

salute to the school bicycle who once-upon-a-time stole his heart and stomped all over it. On his first

record, Gilbe proves himself adept at blending substance with accessibility. It's an 8-song party, the kind

you might find on a rooftop in Boston, not the basement of a frat house.
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