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Intelligent art rock meets jazz fusion with elements of blues, funk and experimental with special guests Bill

Evans, Harvie S and Paul Wertico from the Grammy-winning Pat Metheny Group 10 MP3 Songs JAZZ:

Jazz Fusion, ROCK: Instrumental Rock Details: The Synergy Quartet is an award-winning, contemporary

jazz/progressive rock collective combining elements of many other styles (blues, funk, latin, 2nd line,

experimental, odd meters) and influences. Special guests from King Crimson (elephant-talk.com) and the

Grammy award-winning Bela Fleck  the Flecktones (flecktones.com) appear on this disc. Influences

include: Pat Metheny, Mike Stern, John Scofield, Mike Brecker, Steps Ahead, Earthworks, MMW, King

Crimson, Steely Dan, Jaco, Miles, Weather Report  Eric Johnson. Synergy endorses Elixir Strings

(elixirstrings.com) We'd like to welcome the Virgin Megastore/London to our fast growing international

retail network. Thanks mates! NEW CD "Later" IS OUT! Just released on NeXtep w/ special guests: Bill

Evans (Miles Davis, John McGlaughlin, Mike Stern, Willie Nelson, Bruce Hornsby, Mick Jagger, Herbie

Hancock, John Scofield), Paul Wertico (7 time Grammy winner w/ The Pat Metheny Group), Harvie

Swartz (Mike Stern, Pat Martino, John Scofield, Jim Hall, Mike Brecker) and others TBA. (Dedicated to

Bob Berg) NEWS/ALSO RELEASED: We are donating tracks to the Katrina and Tsunami victim relief

efforst via Bandaaid. Visit bandaaidfor more info. "The Second Attention" compilation disc with various

artists and a pre-release of "Vison" from the soon-to-be-released "Later" album on NeXtep. "Cyberian

Khartu", a Yes tribute compilation double CD set w/ 2 Synergy cuts. 215 total stations currently

broadcasting internationally. Top reported stations : KSAU 90.1 FM Houston, TX (CMJ reports at #1)

KGLX 1220 AM St Louis, MO (CMJ reports at #4) WFMO 91.5 FM Boston, MA (CMJ reports at #4)

KANM 99.9 FM College Station, TX (CMJ reports at #7) WMHC 91.5 FM Hadley, MA (CMJ reports at #6)

KVRM 89.5 FM Nevada City, CA (CMJ reports at #9) Selected NPR Affiliates using Barcodes for thematic

http://downloadpdfs.net/getfile.php?prd=602211
http://downloadpdfs.net/getfile.php?prd=602211


programming : WBAI 99.5 FM NYC KEDT 90.3 FM Corpus Christi, TX KPVU 91.3 FM Prairie View, TX

Member Profiles : Trey Gunn - Stick/8-String Warr guitar - Discipline recording artist and longtime

member of progressive rock icon, King Crimson and has performed with Eric Johnson, John Paul Jones,

Vernon Reid, Toni Childs, David Sylvian and The California Guitar Trio. (treygunn.com) Jeff Coffin - Sax -

Compass recording artist and member of 3 time Grammy-winning Bla Fleck  the Flecktones has also

performed with Branford Marsalis, Sheryl Crow, Dave Matthews Band, Springsteen  Van Morrison.

(jeffcoffin.com) Mike Brannon - guitar/composer/Berklee alumni, Elixir strings  Onyx Forge Guitars

endorsee. studied w/ Charlie Banacos. Performed or recorded w/ members of the groups of Michael

Brecker, Mike Stern, McCoy Tyner, Wynton  Branford Marsalis, Terrence Blanchard, Brad Mehldau, Eric

Johnson, King Crimson, Bela Fleck, Jack DeJohnette, Gary Burton, Ray Charles, Gregg Allman, Seal,

John Mayer. Andy Langham - keys/organ w/ Gerry Gibbs, Mike Stern, Randy Brecker, John Abercrombie,

Harry Connick, Ray Price Greg Norris - bass w/ Grammy-nominated, Higher Octave recording artists,

Lara/Reyes Group Dave Eskridge - pianist/arranger for Tower of Power horns Dave Foster - bass -

founding member of the Testostertones Darren Kuper - drums - performed w/ Lester Bowie, Geri Allen,

David Murray, Ron Wilkins. Richard Potter - tenor sax/EWI w/ Willie Nelson, etc Anthony Bazzani - keys

w/ George Strait, Lady Jane Grey TRACKS: Prowl; Emulator; Tripod; Double Standards; Bar Codes;

Change of Plans; Recon; Perspective; You Know; Habit Awards : "Five Stars" - Jazz Review "Five Stars"

- The Current "Four Stars" - AllMusicGuide "Four Stars" - Jazzsteps "Four Stars" - Communique "CD of

the Week" - Jazz Review "Best Jazz Group" (twice) - Current "Best jazz Group" (twice) - SA News "This

San Antonio Texas area quartet performs jazz-fusion, the old fashioned way, via loose grooves, jam-like

soloing and tricky rhythmic maneuvers. The core band also receives strong support from "King Crimson,"

8-string WARR guitarist Trey Gunn and "Bela Fleck and the Flecktones," saxophonist Jeff Coffin.

Whereas, the ensemble cites influences spanning, Pat Metheny, Jaco Pastorius, and others. And while

the music does not allude to anything that might be considered groundbreaking, the artists' overall scope

and execution should satisfy most advocates of this genre. One of the more notable characteristics of this

affair resides within the musicians' synergy, as defined by the band's moniker. They're actually having fun

and not merely performing for themselves. As this aspect comes across in a rather prolific way. Guitarist

Mike Brannon is clearly the leader here, via his original compositions and jazzy chord progressions.

Keyboardist Andy Langham at times, drums up notions of a bygone era, namely the 70s jazz/fusion



scene, due to his atmospheric Fender Rhodes piano and clavinet work. The group melds the new with the

old for what stacks up to be an affable affair, enhanced by Brannon's melodically tinged works and the

soloists' upbeat exchanges." - All Music Guide/Glenn Astarita August 2003 "The listener is greeted with

the seductive, laid-back slink on the song 'Prowl'. This is the work of Darren Kuper, whose tasteful sklls

command keen attention on Synergy Quartet's jazz/fusion. Kuper does a superb job of navigating guitarist

Mike Brannon's original compositions. I would suspect that this is a critic/musician's band ...but Kuper

plays with a conviction and heart that would make any Wertico or Weckl fan smile...it's a joy to hear a

talented drummer lay it down" - Modern Drummer/Sean Enright January 2003 "Ambient, funky jazz built

around guitarist Mike Brannon and with King Crimson's Trey Gunn guesting. Shades of Scofield and

Metheny certainly, but assured in its own right" - Guitar Techniques June 2002 "User-friendly fusion might

be an apt description for the sly, technically breathtaking work of the quartet Synergy. The band's

Barcodes (Synergy SYN 001-1; 51:47) showcases off-balance, tricky rhythms to keep listeners guessing

on tunes like the hard-hitting but pretty "Perspective," while keeping the exploratory atmospheres heartfelt

and accessible. Where heavy textures guide edgy pieces like "Emulator" and the needling guitar-driven

"Prowl," a blues/rock feel twists through the intricate "You Know." The band's sound often keys on the fine

guitar work of Mike Brannon, who, with a knowing nod to the work of Mike Stern, infuses the rock-esonant

"Double Standards" with a jazzy elegance. Brannon's work, with a warbling underwater effect, also

propels the light club swing of "Tripod." Throughout, an able, double-bass rhythm section-Dave Foster

plays electric and Greg Norris acoustic-keeps those fusion rhythms thumping, setting the stage for

spirited, innovative melody work. King Crimson's Trey Gunn and part-time Flecktone Jeff Coffin make

appearances here as well. - Hilarie Grey/JazzTimes May 2002 Synergy Barcodes Synergy Syn-001-2 ***

Mike Brannon (g), Greg Norris (b), Dave Foster (a b), Darren Kuper (d); Jeff Coffin (as), Trey Gunn (g),

Andy Langham (ky), Dave Eskridge (p). rec 2001 "Synergy is a quartet from Texas that is slowly and

surely climbing the visibility tree: this album features guests such as saxophonist Jeff Coffin, fresh from

Bela Fleck's Flecktones; apparently, the next will have Harvie Swartz, Paul Wertico and Bob Berg. Fast

company then, but can the core four keep up? On the evidence of Barcodes, the answer's an emphatic

'yes', Mike Brannon's guitar has an impressive architectural sense and emotional warmth, even at high

velocity; drummer Darren Kuper supplies punching funk or assured brushwork as required; and the

unusual two-bass line-up - Dave Foster on electric, Greg Norris on acoustic - is deployed cleverly to



adjust textures. The music lies somewhere in the region of Mike Stern, the Yellowjackets or the

late-lamented Eyewitness, Steve Khan's spacey 80's fusion band - the keynote being the sacrifice of

bravado on the altar of an integrated group, and album, identity. Works for me!" - Brian Glasser/Jazzwise

(UK) October 2002 "Led by guitarist/composer Mike Brannon, the Texas jazz fusion group Synergy

Quartet has a superb instrumental CD out called Barcodes. Featuring heavyweight guests such as Trey

Gunn (King Crimson, solo artist) and Jeff Coffin (Bela Fleck and the Flecktones), the ten tracks offer

plenty for the jazz fusion enthusiast, including challenging, yet accessible arrangements, unusual guitar

textures and fills, dynamic percussion (courtesy of Darren Kuper), jagged, off-kilter solos, and enough

Metheny/Stern influenced lead work to forge a bond with jazz guitarists gone before. Barcodes is

currently receiving airplay on over 200 radio stations, and it's easy to hear why - there is a sophistication

and technical focus here which is carefully balanced with experimental forays and expressive, at times

exotic flavorings. This creates a satisfying whole greater than the sum of the individual players, original

material and clean production. Seek it out. Mike's first exposure to the music that would influence his

compositional style began early in life while listening to the car radio. Guitarists such as Wes Montgomery

initially perked his ears, but when he eventually picked up the guitar, he got into groups such as the

Rolling Stones, Cream and the Yardbirds. Discovering the music of Joe Pass and Herb Ellis led Mike to

enroll in Jackie King's Guitar Conservatory of the South West. He later attended the prestigious Berklee

College of Music in Boston. The years of study and perfecting his guitar technique and composition

prepared Mike for his eventual return to Texas and the formation of experimental trios, quartets and

quintets that would later become the Synergy Quartet. The group has since won 'Best Jazz Group' twice

from both The San Antonio News and The San Antonio Current. Currently, the Synergy Quartet performs

showcase clubs, special events and festivals. Work has started on two more CDs slated for release in

2002, one live, and the other a studio album." - Guitar Nine Records/September 2002 "Synergy's group

esthetic feels like vintage Pat Metheny ("Bright Size Life" comes to mind). Lurid, lyrical, smooth enough

edges for whatever is masquerading as "Jazz Radio" these days, but with enough twists and turns to grab

the discerning listener's attention. No small feat. Guitarist Mike Brannon is a Berklee product, and his

stylish winks at Metheny ("Prowl") and Mike Stern ("Double Standards") are unapologetically evident. The

rhythm section of drummer Darren Kuper, electric bassist Dave Foster, and acoustic bassist Greg Norris

lay sumptuous and elastic foundations on the bluesy "You Know" and swingin' "Tripod." Guests on the



album include King Crimson stick-man (well, Warr guitar if you want to be specific) Trey Gunn, pianist

Anthony Bazzani, Bela Fleck's saxophonist Jeff Coffin, and Rich Potter on tenor sax and EWI. The best

single word I could use to describe "Barcodes" would be-deceiving. It's smooth on first listen, but repeats

bring out more colors and that ineffable quality that separates extraordinary from good." - Don

Zulaica/Alternative Music Press If you like jazz-fusion you'll enjoy this CD, which was a Jazzreview 'CD of

the Week', and deservedly so. Even if you aren't particularly into jazz-fusion (and why aren't you???

hmm???) I think you'll still like this track. I'll play Emulator which features Trey Gunn on Chapman Stick

and 8-string Warr guitar. - Fretnet.com Musician Quotes : "Dear Mike, To begin with; I received |

Barcodes on November 22nd. I thought I'd sit down with Ayako; (my wife) to enjoy what she prepared for

our private Thanksgiving dinner as well as listening to your CD for the first time. The moment the first cut

Prowl activated, something began to happen outside our house. A big fire truck pulled up outside our front

window growling; (ladders and all) with red lights turning. It seemed like something was happening; it

really fit to your music; to be honest with you it was happening! The food was great; so too is this

particular project. Your writing is really exciting; as well as your playing. Your choice of players is

excellent. By the way; special thanks to you for including me comfortably between JJ Johnson and Pat

Metheny. All of my best wishes. - Pat Martino/Legend/Bluenote recording artist "Hi Mike!! Got the chance

to listen to your CD and I love it, especially the first two cuts...lots of interesting twists and turns and

beautifully dark and funky. The other cuts are great too, but those first two really got me. I also thought

the recording and the different sounds were really right for the music. Congratulations and I wish you the

best of luck with it!!!" - Paul Wertico/Pat Metheny Group/Premonition recording artist "Dear Mike, I've just

finished listening to Bar Codes, with great pleasure. You clearly put considerable thought into preparing it,

and it paid off. I think the writing strikes a really fine balance between comfort and adventure, which

served to put the players at ease, but not too at ease. I'm always looking for a similar equilibrium myself.

And you played your own music really well, which is something I've found can't be taken for granted. So

congratulations, and thanks for thinking to send it to me. Again, congratulations on a fine piece of work.

Best, Steve - Steve Swallow/ECM recording artist "Thanks a lot for sending the record. Congratulations

all around. I liked the idea of dedicating it to the bar/club experience, though maybe it would have been

an idea to put some of that ambiance in the mix? Everybody plays well and it has a positive vibe...it's

pretty straightforward grooving/partsplaying/soloing. I think the more personal you can make your music,



the more potential it has to be valuable to people...that said: you're doing it well. All in all I think it's a good

project and you should all be proud of yourselves. Regards,WK" - Wayne Krantz/Steely Dan/ENJA

recording artist "It sounded great; your playing is real jazzy, kind of like Stern/Metheny, kind of. It's cool.

Very Nice." Eric Johnson/Legendary/Grammy-winning guitarist/Reprise r/a "...very cool!...it sounds great.

really nice guys, all of you guys!!! thanks again for asking me to play on the CD... and i hope you can

make some more things happen for you with this fine addition. you're a very fine player, mike. cheers," -

Trey Gunn/King Crimson/Discipline recording artist "Liked it!...nice project! the best of everything with it!" -

Dave Weckl/Chick Corea/Stretch recording artist "Hey Mike, got your CD cranking in my headphones as I

type. Right now grooving on track 2. Wild stuff on the right side (backwards something??). Like it very

much." - Mitch Forman/Metheny/Stern/Sanctuary recording artist "I listened to your CD and liked it alot.

Good tunes. You play very well. I hope we can do something at some point. We can discuss details on

the phone when the time comes. Good choices." - Harvie Swartz/Urban Earth, Stern, Scofield, Metheny,

Hall, Brecker. "Finally! it's a great record, very uplifting. great guitar playing. great songs. great band.

good luck to you all. mike's in south america, i'll play it for him when he comes back. much love. leni" -

Leni Stern/LSR recording artist "Good luck to Synergy!!" - Mike Stern/Atlantic/ESC recording artist

"Interesting stuff. You've got cool tunes, unusual forms, great blowing throughout. Hip artwork even. I'm

sure you're very proud of this CD. It's badass." - Adam Levy/Norah Jones Band/Bluenote recording artist

"Thanks for that nice CD. Your playing is great on it. I like all the grooves, too. That's a real nice group.

Very tasty" - Charlie Banacos/Legendary musician/teacher/catalyst "Hi Mike. I'm enjoying your cd a lot - in

fact it's been on the turntable quite a few times since I got it!! Great stuff." - Linda Manzer/Manzer

Guitars/Luthier to: Pat Metheny. Media Quotes : "Five Stars" - Jazz Review "Four Stars" - Jazzsteps

"Four Stars" - All Music Guide "I'm giving "Bar Codes" its fourth spin right now, and I enjoy it more each

time. Man, this is a really great disc! One of the things I tend to dislike about fusion is that so much of it is

about chops instead of musical content. You guys certainly have the technical and musical know-how that

the style requires, but you temper it with a cool tasteful-ness that's missing in a lot of the fusion market

today. I get so sick of 32nd notes and Eastern scales I could yak; it's nice to hear a really good band that

cares about both the music and the listeners instead of their own egos. Bravo!" - Todd S. Jenkins/Jazz

Editor/All About Jazz Magazine "Synergy's Bar Codes is a highly enjoyable fusion excursion that makes

for great drive-time or social listening. All of the musicians are quite technically adept and show



impeccable musicianship, and they temper their talents with a comfortable restraint that makes the disc

more than just another chops-flaunting festival. Berklee alumnus Mike Brannon and company create

music that's clearly for enjoying over and over again. I imagine that guitarist Brannon has been influenced

by the likes of Mike Stern, Pat Metheny and John Scofield over the years, as flavors of all their styles and

more can be detected on the disc. But he's not content to merely copy or pay homage; Brannon listens,

learns, applies and moves on to his own personal beat. While Bar Codes might not be as improv-heavy

as some listeners would prefer, the disc is loaded with truly entertaining music of refreshing originality.

The themes are as well-crafted as any heard in contemporary jazz today. Among the standout performers

are the fleet-fingered Brannon, Jeff Coffin (saxophonist with Bela Fleck's band), and King Crimson

Stick-player Trey Gunn, who performs here on the Warr touch-guitar. Tenorist Richard Potter shines on

the first track, Prowl, conveying the funky spirit of Stanley Turrentine and Grover Washington, Jr. over

drummer Darren Kuper's stout backbeat. The electronic sounds on Emulator seethe and scintillate, while

Double Standards is delicately pretty. Dave Foster's Jacoesque fretless growl and throb is appropriately

up-front on the tender Change of Plans. Brannon digs deep into his San Antonio roots on Habit, closing

out the disc with a bluesy bounce booted along by Andy Langham's organ. And just when you think it's

over, wait for 4:33 to roll around on that track! This band delivers in spades. I hope to hear much more

from Synergy in the future. As it is, Bar Codes has rarely left my carousel in the past few weeks." - Todd

S. Jenkins/Jazz Editor/All About Jazz Magazine "The term "contemporary jazz" has been mistreated in

recent years, due mainly to the lack of new quality artists delivering the goods, and partially due to the

industry carelessly lending the term as an identifier to everything from acid jazz to the often dreaded

"smooth jazz" genres. Fortunately for us, the group reminds us that there is an art form in which jazz can

expand beyond the mundane and take on powerful, almost uncharacteristic energy borrowed from rock,

world and even electronic elements while maintaining the integrity that has defined the genre. Part jazz

part fusion, part electronic, Synergy is not just a name, it's a philosophy that these guys have nailed down

that is apparent like lightning through this whole CD. The players that make up this outfit are all

accomplished and super-savvy, some notable guests on the CD include: Trey Gunn (King Crimson),

saxman Jeff Coffin (Bela Fleck), guitarist Mike Brannon (has performed with members of the groups of

Michael Brecker, Mike Stern, McCoy Tyner, Wynton and Branford Marsalis, to name a few); pianist Dave

Eskridge (arranger: Tower Of Power horns)...while credentials aren't everything, the experience and



intelligence is apparent here in more ways than one. Prowl, the opening track on the self-released

Barcodes CD, sets a great stage for the album to unfold upon, boasting a groove that grabs your attention

from bar one. The crux of their style is that subtlety meets virtuosity, and rather than being bombarded

with offensive "blowing" over a rhythm track, ideas are interwoven into textures that can be consumed by

the consumer and the virtuoso alike. Tracks 3 and 4 (Tripod  Double standard) feature guitarist/writer

Brannon, and take on a great quality that will remind listeners of the some of the group's self-proclaimed

influences such as Mike Stern, Pat Metheny and others. Brannon handles lines and textures with that

same silent fire that lights up this whole CD. Mellower cuts such as Change Of Plans (track 6), are worlds

apart from tracks like "Habit" (an up-tempo pusher that closes the CD), and show the tremendous range

of this group; the tremendous range that we should be lucky enough to hear from more contemporary

jazz outfits. In a sentence, Barcodes is smart and savvy, atmospheric yet powerful, and takes the fusion,

jazz or rock listener on a great ride that they'll want to revisit again. Highly recommended." - Fred

Gerantab/Jazz Review "Sophisticated... eclectic... combines East coast cool with South Texas hot... truly

an act worth your attention" - The Current "Plays mainstream jazz with a vengeance" - SA News

"Classy...plays with a vigor and precision that is both competent and comfortable...they know what they're

doing" - National College Broadcaster "One of the city's sharpest jazz/fusion groups" - San Antonio

Express-News "You've each got great individual style, and your guitar is the smoothest. It's a really fine

mess o' groove, too." - John Marcus/The Current "Very cool music. Lots of visual pictures go through your

mind as you listen." - Mark Small/Berklee Today Magazine Synergy Barcodes SYN-001-2 Mike Brannon,

guitar; Dave Foster, electric bass; Greg Norris, acoustic bass; Darren Kuper, drums; with guest artists:

Anthony Bazzani, Andy Langham, Dave Eskridge, keyboards; Jeff Coffin, soprano sax; Rich Potter, tenor

saxophone; Trey Gunn, 8-string Warr guitar. Synergy is a strong, groove-oriented collective, and one

would be hard pressed to find fault with the sense of rhythm and pulse demonstrated here. However, it is

when the perceived influences from fusion and electronics are sublimated in favor of a less dense

harmonic approach that the strongest performances emerge. The expansive concert D Lydian tonal

center that forms the basis of "Tripod" yields some of the most adventurous and inspired moments in the

session. When Kuper's powerful, surging polyrhythms emerge, this group is stunning: this is a

percussionist who knows how to bring out the best in his soloists. If the stated purpose of the session is

breaking away from unwritten rules players have to follow, then its mission accomplished here. - James



D. Armstrong, Jr./JazzNow "New fusion ensemble Synergy has produced an engaging debut disc. The

group is composed of Mike Brannon on guitar, Dave Foster on electric bass, Darren Kuper on drums,

Greg Norris on acoustic bass and includes several talented guests such as saxophonist Jeff Coffin of the

Flecktones, and Trey Gunn of King Crimson on 8-string guitar. The group maintains an organic feel in its

blend of composition and improvisation throughout and manages to blend post-bop and fusion stylings

throughout as well. Synergy will appeal to those looking for fresh new fusion and modern jazz." - Dave

Dorkin/Fusemag Synergy Barcodes CD - arrived March 5, 2001 "Bar Codes is a tribute to the largest

segment of working musicians," writes guitarist Mike Brannon in the liner notes for his group's new

collection of artful jazz fusion...while his freelance writing has brought him face-to-face with many jazz

greats, and he's performed and recorded with a long list of sidemen to the stars, Mike has yet to claim a

bright spotlight for himself. Barcodes ought to help change that. Technically impressive but tasteful,

alternately restrained and fiery, Brannon reveals himself as an intelligent axeman of the first order.

Drummer Darren Kuper (Lester Bowie, Geri Allen) provides scene-stealing accompaniment, and a host of

prestigious guest musicians add more than marquee value: 8-string Warr guitarist Trey Gunn (King

Crimson), Jeff Coffin on soprano sax (Flecktones) and pianist Dave Eskridge (Tower of Power horn

arranger). If you dig Pat Metheny, Mike Stern, John Scofield et al, Bar Codes is right up your aisle. - John

Santos/Demo Universe "It's a great CD!!!" - Kate Hollefreund/CFUV 102.9FM, Victoria, BC "Got it!

Sounds great - sort of jazz under a big city bridge feel to it." - Nancy Montgomery/Music Director KMUN

91.9FM, Astoria, OR "I think "Barcodes" is a fabulous CD. I have been featuring the track "Double

Standards" on my morning jazz program. If there is anything I can do to promote this group here in the St.

Louis area just let me know! Best," - Paul D. Nygard/89.5 KCFV, St. Louis "It's a testament to the harsh

brutality of the music business that a band like this -- Mike Brannon's fusion outfit, Synergy -- has got to

release their own album without the support of a label deal. In fact, they probably think so themselves, as

they've dedicated the album to all the musicians "who don't make it beyond the point of playing bars and

clubs." That said, this is by no means a bitter, resentful recording. Quite the contrary, the music is light

and breezy, but never shallow, full of hope, but certainly world-weary enough. Synergy is a four-piece

band supported on this release by a bunch of enormously talented and experienced special guests,

including Trey Gunn (King Crimson) and Jeff Coffin (Bela Fleck). And while some of you may feel a bit of

antipathy at the mere mention of the word "fusion" -- all technique and no fun, as it often tend to be --



there's absolutely no need to worry here. Although there's no questioning the immense talents on display,

the compositions and the dynamics are the main focus here, with all display of technical virtuosity being

kept nicely in place. This is music where restriction is at least as important as displaying. Perfect. And so,

on tracks like the fabulous "Tripod," there's room to breathe and to feel as the movements surge forward,

each musician playing for the others rather than on top of each other. And "Change Of Plans" moves

carefully, tiptoeing around the central motifs, never disturbing, always respectful. It's a remarkable release

that sees Brannon stepping out from the shadows cast by his impressive mentors. For fans of fusion, this

is a must. For everyone else, it's a way into a maligned genre, and one worth your investigation." - Stein

Haukland/Ink 19 Synergy - Barcodes (VN Media - 2001) "The Synergy Quartet is an award-winning,

contemporary jazz/progressive rock collective combining elements of many other styles. This Jazz/Fusion

release is a breath of fresh air... Prowl kicks it off in classic Crusaders style. Tripod is a mellow

guitar-centric tune that brings Pat Martino to mind. Double Standards and Bar Codes lean toward the Pat

Metheny camp, very acoustic with a lot of strumming. Change of Plans slows it down and stretches out

just a bit with some sweet Sax riffs and a nice guitar chord happening throughout, although it's a bit on

the airy side. Recon pull back a little with some very staccato horns and choppy guitar accompaniment,

giving it an almost samba/march-like quality in places. Perspective again features strong guitar lines.

Habit, the last and longest of the tracks infuses some elements of the rock world, almost like a Steely Dan

tune. This CD is a refreshing change of pace and a sure bet for your collection." - Raymond
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WEFT 90.1 FM Champaign, IL WHPK 88.5 FM Chicago WNUR 89.3 FM Chicago WQUB 90.3 FM

Quincy, IL WAUG 97.9 FM Rock Island, IL lOWA WOI 90.1 FM Ames, IA KCCK 88.3 FM Cedar Rapids,

IA KALA 88.5 FM Davenport KRUI 89.7 FM Iowa City KMSC 88.3 FM Sioux City, IA KANSAS KMUW

89.1 FM Wichita KENTUCKY WFPK 91.9 FM Louisville WMKY 90.3 FM Morehead, KY LOUISIANA

KRVS 88.7 FM Lafayette, LA WWOZ 90.7 FM New Orleans MASSACHUSETTES WMUA 91.1 FM

Amherst, MA WAMH 89.3 FM Amherst MA WERS 88.9 FM Boston WBTU 89.3 FM Boston WGBH 89.7

FM Boston (NPR streaming at WGBH.org) WFMO 91.5 FM Boston (CMJ reports at #4) WRBB 104.9FM

Boston WBIM 91.5 FM Bridgewater, MA RadioBabson Babson Park, MA (Radio.Babson.edu) WHRB

95.3 FM Cambridge MA WMBR 88.1 FM Cambridge, MA WXPL 91.3 FM Fitchburg, MA WOZQ 91.9 FM

Northampton, MA WCCS 96.5 FM Norton MA WMWM 91.7 FM Salem, MA WMHC 91.5 FM S. Hadley,

MA (CMJ reports at #10) WTCC 90.1 FM Springfield, MA WICN 90.5 FM Worcester, MA WSCW 94.9 FM

Worcester, MA WCUW 91.3 FM Worcester, MA WCHC 88.1 FM Worcester, MA WBRS 100.1FM

Waltham, MA WZLY 91.5 FM Wellesley, MA WCFM 91.9 FM Williamstown, MA MISSOURI KCOU 88.1

FM Columbia, MO KCUR 89.3 FM Kansas City KKFI 90.1 FM Kansas City KXCV 90.5 Maryville KMNR

89.7 FM Rolla, MO KSMU 91.1 FM Springfield, MO KGLX 1220 AM St Louis KCFV 89.5 FM St. Louis

NEW JERSEY WGLS 89.7 FM Glassboro, NJ WNTI 91.9 FM Hackettstown WBZC 88.9 FM Pemberton,

NJ NEW MEXICO KRZA 88.7 FM Alamosa, NM KUNM 89.9 FM Albuquerque, NM KGLP 91.7 FM

Gallup, NM KRUX 91.5 FM Las Cruces KTEK 88.7 FM Socorro, NM NEW YORK WCDB 90.9 FM Albany

NY WALF 89.7 FM Alfred, NY WCWP 88.1 FM Brookville, NY (Long Island) WBNY 91.3 FM Buffalo, NY

WEOS 89.7 FM Geneva NY WICB 91.7 FM Ithaca, NY WBAI 99.5 FM NYC WQKE 93.9 FM Plattsburgh,

NY WTSC 91.1 FM Potsdam, NY WRUR 88.5 FM Rochester, ny WITR 89.7 FM Rochester, NY WSPN

91.1 FM Saratoga Springs, NY WPBX 88.3 FM Southampton, NY WSIA 89.9 FM Staten Island, NY

WUSB 90.1 FM Stony Brook, NY WAER 88.3 FM Syracuse, NY NightVision Show NYC



(nightvision.musicpage.com) NORTH CAROLINA WGWG 88.3 FM Boiling Springs, NC WQFS 90.9 FM

Greensboro, NC WUAG 103.1FM Greensboro, NC WZMB 91.3 FM Greenville, NC WSOE 89.3 FM Elon

College, NC WFSS 91.9 FM Fayetteville, NC WSHA 88.9 FM Raleigh, NC WHQR 91.3 FM Wilmington,

NC OREGON KMUN 91.1 FM Astoria, OR KBVR 88.7 FM Corvallis, OR KWVA 88.1 FM Eugene, OR

KLCC 89.7 FM Eugene, OR KLFO 88.1 FM Florence, OR KLCO 90.5 FM Newport, OR KPSU 1450 AM

Portland, OR KBOO 90.7 FM Portland, OR KLFR 89.1 FM Reedsport, OR PENNSYLVANIA WMUH 91.7

FM Allentown, PA WARC 90.3 FM Meadville, PA WIXQ 91.7 FM Millersville, PA WRTI 90.1 FM

Philadelphia WKDU 91.7 FM Philadelphia WRTC 88.3 FM Pittsburgh, PA WPTS 92.1 FM Pittsburgh, PA

WXLV 90.3 FM Schnecksville, PA WSRN 91.5 FM Swarthmore PA WVMW 91.5 FM Scranton, PA WUSR

99.5 FM Scranton, PA WRKC 88.5 FM Wilkes-Barre, PA WPTC 88.1 FM Williamsport, PA WYVC 99.7

FM York, PA SOUTH CAROLINA NCIR Netradio Newberry, SC (newberry.edu/ncir) TENNESSEE WUTC

88.1 FM Chattanooga, TN WAPX 91.7 FM Clarksville TN WFHC 91.5 FM Henderson, TN WEVL 90.0 FM

Memphis, TN WMOT 89.5 FM Murfreesburo, TN WFSK 88.1 FM Nashville WUTS 91.3 FM Sewanee, TN

(Nashville area) TEXAS KACV 89.9 FM Amarillo, TX KAZI 88.7 FM Austin KOOP 91.7 FM Austin KUT

90.5 FM Austin (streaming on kut.org) KVRX 91.7 FM Austin KVLU 91.3 FM Beaumont, TX KANM 99.9

FM College Station, TX KETR 88.9 FM Commerce, TX KEDT 90.3 FM Corpus Christi, TX (NPR) KNON

89.3 FM Dallas KNTU 88.1 FM Denton, TX KXCR 89.5 FM El Paso KTCU 88.7 FM Ft. Worth, TX KFAN

107.9FM Fredricksburg, TX KTSU 90.9 FM Houston, TX KPFT 90.1 FM Houston, TX KSHU 90.5 FM

Huntsville, TX KTPB 88.7 FM Kilgore, TX KSAU 90.1 FM Nacodoches, TX (CMJ reports at #1) KPJC

1250 AM Paris, TX KPVU 91.3 FM Prairie View, TX KRTU 90.7 FM San Antonio KSYM 90.1 FM San

Antonio VIRGINIA WUVT 90.7 FM Blacksburg, VA WEBR 94.5 FM Fairfax, VA WMWC 91.5 FM

Fredricksburg, VA WHOV 88.1 FM Hampton, VA WXJM 88.7 FM Harrisonburg, VA WVRU 89.9 FM

Radford, VA WDCE 90.1 FM Richmond VA WVCW 640 AM Richmond, VA WCWM 90.7 FM

Williamsburg, VA WASHINGTON KSER 90.7 FM Lynnwood, WA KAOS 89.3 FM Olympia, WA KSUB

1330 AM Seattle INTERNATIONAL AUSTRALIA 5UV 101.5 Adelaide, South Australia 3D Radio 93.7

Adelaide, South Australia PBS FM 106.7 Melbourne, Australia Coast BRITAIN BBC2 88-91FM UK BBC3

JAZZFM Manchester JAZZFM London BRITISH COLUMBIA CITR 101.9FM Vancouver, BC CFUV

102.9FM Victoria, BC CANADA JAZZ 91 FM Toronto (jazzfm.com) INTERNET JazzSteps.com

Fretnet.com
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