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In Mind Searching Nyamnjoh has attempted to do something rather clever - to expose, through the

attitudes, feelings and thoughts of one man and a very simple story, the hypocrisy and corruption of

Cameroon society and humanity in general, often using understatement and irony in good effect. The

commentary is unremittingly cynical and returns again and again to corruption, callous squandering,

exploitation, prostitution, and other fairly worn butts. The book depicts a society where basic freedoms are

shackled, and thinking aloud treasonable. Hence the mental ramblings of the narrator and central

character Judascious Fanda Yanda, in the form of an extended monologue full of observations,

anecdotes and asides written from the point of view of an apparently insouciant naive. The basic method

is to foreground the opinions and conversational elegance of the narrator, while having events going on

as a background to his thoughts. We trace the narrator's progress from a disenchanted 'DamnÃƒÂ© de la

Terre' to a comfortably well off Private Secretary to a Vice Minister over a number of years. It is a clear

illustration of how the system perpetuates its mediocrity and buys off any spark of initiative. Nyamnjoh

has a good command of ironic tone and sound control over form and structure. He employs a very fluent

style, and often has very urbane and neat turns of phrase. He captures the bored, superior, cynical and

ultimately predatory tone of voice of his narrator extremely well.Author: Nyamnjoh, Francis B. Publisher:
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