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Mordern Folk / Bluegrass / Acoustic Music 15 MP3 Songs FOLK: Modern Folk, COUNTRY: Bluegrass

Details: Thanks for the visit! If you enjoy our music feel free to join our mailing list. We send out one

update per month to keep you informed about performances and recordings. To join just send us an email

or you can sign up on our official site. The links for both are provided by CD Baby on this page! After a

long hiatus in the recording studio, the Andy Rau Band has re-emerged with the release of fifteen original

compositions on the CD Higher Ground. This recording introduces inventive new material to the world of

acoustic music. Andy Rau (singer/songwriter/banjo) and Les Johnson (guitarist/producer) are the

architects of the new sound, crafting the musical blend from the bottom up by using instruments in

non-traditional ways. In many recordings that utilize banjo in the usual role, it tends to dominate. Not so

with the Rau band; instead, the banjo is featured in much the same way as a piano. It plays a supporting

role, blending in when needed, but moving to the forefront at times for solos, showcasing Rau's

considerable skills on the instrument. Rau's solos are melodic at times, even singable - not something

that readily comes to mind when one hears banjo. Higher Ground, the title tune, features well-constructed

banjo solos that extend into the fabric of the song's melody. Also noteworthy are the long, flowing phrases

that emerge from Johnson's guitar, capturing the sustaining sound of the wooden instrument in much the

same way as a violin. Although written before the disastrous hurricanes and floods in the Gulf Coast, the

lyrics to Higher Ground are almost prophetic: If the hurricanes were blowing If the gray sky was falling all

around If the river's overflowing Wouldn't you move to higher ground That's you to me You're my higher

ground In their search for new sounds, the Andy Rau Band walks a different path... Higher Ground.

BIOGRAPHY Andy Rau : banjo, rhythm guitar, vocals Les Johnson: lead, rhythm  slide guitars, vocals

Evan Anderson: mandolin, vocals George Boravich: bass, vocals Andy Rau was born and raised in

http://downloadpdfs.net/getfile.php?prd=946004
http://downloadpdfs.net/getfile.php?prd=946004


Southern California and has been performing professionally since 1975. His carrier began at Knott's Berry

Farm where he worked for ten years as the amusement park's in-house banjo player. While there he

performed in a host of musical situations including bluegrass bands, country rock bands and variety stage

productions. In 1986 he formed The Andy Rau Band as a means to showcase his own material. He

sought out bandmembers that would enable his desire to break the mold of the homogeneous music that

was being played with folk instrumentation. The perfect balance was struck with musicians with Les

Johnson on guitar, Evan Anderson on mandolin and George Boravich on bass, all having familiarity with a

variety of musical styles. Now each song could be written and brought to the band without any

preconceived notions as to what form it had to take. Each was allowed to shape it own identity without

borrowing from old tried-and-true formulas. Utilizing Andys songwriting and employing the commonalities

in all music rather than seeking out the differences that divide one genre from another, is what gives the

Andy Rau band its individuality. The band tours the United States and Canada performing at music

festivals, concert halls, fairs and corporate events. They also continue to play well known venues such as

Disneyland, Six Flags, Sea World, Paramount Studios, Disney Studios, Burbank Studios. Along the way

the band has received much-deserved recognition that has landed them endorsements with The Deering

Banjo Company, GHS Strings and ProPik fingerpicks. Also feature articles began to appear in Acoustic

Musician, Bluegrass Unlimited and Bass Player Magazines as well as The Banjo Gazette published in

Great Britain. Prior to 2006 the band had released four successful albums My Angel, On The Horizon,

Different Man and Penny Moon. Recently Andy founded Anchovy Artists Records and Purple Raven

Publishing and after a long hiatus in the recording studio, The Andy Rau Band has re-emerged with the

release of fifteen original compositions on the CD Higher Ground. This recording introduces inventive new

material to the world of acoustic music.
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