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Disabled Veterans in History explores the long-neglected history of those who have sustained lasting
injuries or chronic illnesses while serving in uniform. The contributors to this volume cover an impressive
range of countries in Europe and North America as well as a wide sweep of chronology from the Ancient
World to the present. The essays address the emergence of "veteran" as a political category with unique
privileges and entitlements and of disabled veterans as a special project--and indeed one of the original
projects--of the modern welfare state. The introductory essay, "Finding Disabled Veterans in History,"
offers perhaps the first attempt at synthesizing knowledge about disabled veterans in Western societies.
The other essays examine the representation of disabled veterans from Sophocles' Philoctetes to
American feature films; the relations of disabled veterans to the state and society in such public policy
issues as pensions, medical care, physical rehabilitation, and job retraining; and the disabled veteran's
agency and experience in reentering the peacetime world. Other topics include the place of disabled
veterans in societies defeated in war; the fate of disabled veterans in societies experiencing frequent
changes of political regimes; the emergence of pensions and vocational rehabilitation for disabled
veterans; and the abiding problem of alcohol abuse among disabled veterans. The contributors come
from a variety of disciplines, including history, physical rehabilitation, Slavic studies, sociology,
communication and media, and museum studies. The book will be of interest especially to researchers in
the fields of war and society, the welfare state, and disability studies, as well as those in the medical,
rehabilitation, and counseling fields. David A. Gerber is Professor of History, State University at Buffalo.
He is the author or editor of five previous books. Publisher: University of Michigan Press lllustration: N
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