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Compelling lyrics, beautiful melodies, and a distinctive voice combine for a sound reminiscent of ol' school
artists Joni Mitchell, Ricki Lee Jones, Phoebe Snow. 12 MP3 Songs FOLK: Modern Folk, ROCK: Folk
Rock Details: "My music and songwriting are places for me to explore and express things that | don't
normally talk about. Whether it is something as simple as rain or as complicated as abuse | can express
my feelings on the subject. My pen, paper, and guitar are always prepared to listen and absorb my
thoughts. " "Nicole Ockmond, a singer and songwriter with a delicate, precise soprano and a knack for
crafting modestly arranged, easily digestable meditations and ballads (imagine a less-strident Tori Amos
with a bit of Norah Jones)."” The Times-Picayune "Nicole's songwriting skills reflect the depth and purpose
of some of the more notable female singer/songwriters of the mid 90's, teetering somewhere between
Sarah Mclaughlin and Jewel." neworleansbands.com "If you long for the days of singer/songwriters like
Joni Mitchell, Joan Baez, and Janis lan, with a touch of Dar Williams thrown in for good measure, then
you will enjoy Nicole Ockmond's release. Patty Griffin once said that the best songs are the ones that
when you hear them, you think they were written just for you, and nobody else. Nicole catches this
sentiment on her new release." bestfemalemusicians.com The song "Simple" from this debut recording
"In my head" was entered in the 12th annual Billboard World Song Contest. Although it was not the
winning song in the Country/Folk category it did place among the top 1500 entries. Born in the burbs of
New Orleans, Nicole Ockmond grew up in a household where there was always music. Her father
listened to country music, her mother played and sang in church, and her brother played drums in local
bands. Her two sisters loved music also and were often listening to their records and the radio. Nicole
was surrounded by all these different musical influences sang along at the top of her lungs. Years later

searching for a way to pay for college Nicole joined the Army National Guard. While off at bootcamp she
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discovered her true talent for singing. She found that her voice helped her to escape the mental and
physical hardships of the training. Her drill sergent over heard her singing and told her she should sing
with a band. When she returned home a friend mentioned that his band was looking for a singer. She
auditioned and got the job. The band played covers in the beginning but started to write originals. Nicole
discovered she had a talent for melody. That band eventually broke up. Nicole decided she should learn
an instrument if she wanted to write. Her mother had a classical guitar and taught her some basic chords.
Hungry to learn more, she later took formal lessons. Nicole decided she should learn about producing
recording also. "I contacted Ultrasonic Studios in New Orleans and asked if they could use an intern. |
worked there 2 1/2 years. | learned so much. | was the errand/cleanup/coffee girl but | got to hear and see
such great music/musicians/producers. | also got to sing backup for a couple of sessions so that was
great experience." After working at the studio for 1 1/2 yrs Nicole approached Steve Reynolds and asked
if he would engineer her CD project. He agreed to work with her and they began to talk about the sound
or the concept for the project. "Steve engineers a lot of jazz projects and | loved the sound of those
recordings. | wanted there to be lots of natural space between the instruments and the vocal real
musicians..a very organic feel." The self produced, independently released CD In My Head was recorded
mixed by Steve Reynolds @ Ultrasonic Studios, New Orleans LA. mastered by Joe Doherty @ DRR
Masters New Orleans LA. The CD features notable New Orleans musicians: Lu Rojas(Twang-o-rama)
acoustic, electric guitar John Gros(Papa Grows Funk/George Porter) hammond B-3, acoustic piano,
wurlitzer, rhodes Mike Barras(Joe Crown Organ Combo/ Beatin Path) drums Benji(Mulebone) bass
Wesley Creppell-background vocals All of the songs on the CD entitled In My Head are originals. The
songs range in subject matter from insomnia, to flooding, to abuse, and the old standard relationship
woes. "Most of what | write about comes directly from my own life, with a little artistic license thrown in of
course. I've always loved lyrics. | can remember recording songs off of the radio when | was a kid and
then pressing play and rewind till I had figured out what the singer was saying. | want my songs to be
about things that | actually think and feel. | would like to think that the listener can see themselves in my

songs."
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