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In Among the Dead Cities, the acclaimed philosopher A. C. Grayling asks the provocative question, how

would the Allies have fared if judged by the standards of the Nuremberg Trials? Arguing persuasively that

the victor nations have never had to consider the morality of their policies during World War II, he offers a

powerful, moral re-examination of the Allied bombing campaigns against civilians in Germany and Japan,

in the light of principles enshrined in the post-war conventions on human rights and the laws of war.

Grayling begins by narrating the Royal Air Force's and U. S. Army Air Force's dramatic and dangerous

missions over Germany and Japan between 1942 and 1945. Through the eyes of survivors, he describes

the terrifying experience on the ground as bombs created inferno and devastation among

often-unprepared men, women, and children. He examines the mindset and thought-process of those

who planned the campaigns in the heat and pressure of war, and faced with a ruthless enemy. Grayling

chronicles the voices that, though in the minority, loudly opposed attacks on civilians, exploring in detail

whether the bombings ever achieved their goal of denting the will to wage war. Based on the facts and

evidence, he makes a meticulous case for, and one against, civilian bombing, and only then offers his

own judgment. Acknowledging that they in no way equated to the death and destruction for which Nazi

and Japanese aggression was responsible, he nonetheless concludes that the bombing campaigns were

morally indefensible, and more, that accepting responsibility, even six decades later, is both a historical

necessity and a moral imperative.Author: Grayling, A C Publisher: Gale Illustration: N Language: ENG
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