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Native American Flute Music featuring: Improvisations, Duets, Drums, New original pieces, 

arrangements of old traditional Flute songs. 16 MP3 Songs in this album (48:48) ! Related styles:

WORLD: Native American, CLASSICAL: Traditional Details: Ever since I was in grade school, I always

had an interest in the Native Americans. I loved their art and their culture. I also really enjoyed Native

American Music. The very first Native recording that I purchased was The Gathering of the Nations pow

wow 1991. I remember the very first time when I played the cassette tape. After the first song I was

hooked! It was a sound that really grabbed me and I continued to buy more of the Gathering of nations

recordings. Then several years later, I received a Native American Flute recording as a gift from my Mom

and Dad; it was the Emergence Recording from R. Carlos Nakai. It wasn't until several years later that I

would get lost in the sound of Native American Flute Music and decide to do something with it. I

remember when I attended my first Pow Wow, it was a very moving experience for me to hear the music

and see the beautiful Regalia that the Native Americans wore. While at the Pow Wow, I noticed a

gentleman playing a Native flute and it sounded just like the recordings that I heard. I continued to attend

Pow Wows in the Chicago land area and up in Northern Wisconsin. In 1995, when I was attending a Pow

Wow in my neighborhood, I purchased a cd recording from one of the vendors and I remember the man

who sold me the cd. I remember very clearly him placing the cd in a green bag and placing his business

card in the bag as well. As I was leaving the sale booth I noticed his business card which read ' Native

Sounds'. This gentleman's name was Mike Becker. Little did I know that this was the man who several

years later would teach me how to play the Native Flute. When I went to this same Pow Wow the

following year, I continued to buy items from Mike. My father and I purchased a flute and my dad spoke to

mike who told us that he gave lessons in Native flute playing. I continued to buy Native American Music
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and began collecting flutes. I began self teaching but was not happy with the sound I was achieving. I

decided to consult Mike for professional lessons. When I attended another Pow wow, I went to Mike's

booth, I sat down with him and spoke to him about what I wanted to do, the next day I called him and I set

up my first lesson. This was not the first time that I decided to play a musical instrument. When I was in

grade school, I played the piano and the Clarinet. I performed in recitals and performed Clarinet in our

school band. I was 18 years old and in College When I began my lessons of Native Flute. I have been

receiving lessons from Mike ever since 1999. Mike Becker has been a fantastic teacher for me and a

great inspiration to me. He holds a Bachelors degree in music and a Masters degree in Musicology

(music history). He's taught at various different colleges, given presentations, traveling to various Pow

wows selling his merchandise as well as performing. Mike enjoys playing flute but he also enjoys playing

recorder; which I have seen him perform. He is an excellent Musician. I don't hold a degree in music but

rather I hold an Associate's degree in Ornamental Horticulture. I currently am working at a Nursery,

Garden center and Landscaping company, I've been in this job for about 4 years now. I think that my love

of nature and the outdoors coincides with my love for the flute and Native American History. My family

owns a Tree Farm near the Lac Du Flambeau Indian Reservation in Northern Wisconsin. Each flute is

made from wood, Red cedar being the most popular. Some of the other woods are Alaskan yellow cedar,

cherry, and I have seen flutes made out of Birch and maple. River cane is also another material that flutes

are made from. Some of the beautiful craftsmanship on the flutes represent nature such as the Eagle ,

the Bear or the Buffalo. Each flute sounds different, so you can never be satisfied with only one flute, it's

good to have a collection. I own about 11 flutes. My friendship with Mike evolved and my ability to play

the flute improved to the point where we decided it was time to make a cd together. When I play the flute I

really enjoy improvising, just picking up the flute and playing something. There are a few tracks on this

recording where I improvise. There are also songs that Mike and I wrote of which I really enjoy doing as

well. There is a song on this album where Mike plays an Old Lakota flute from 1930. He purchased it from

a Trading Post in South Dakota. This flute is played on Track 3. A lot of the old songs on this album were

collected from 3 of the key women who went around collecting Native American music and folkways.

These 3 women were Alice Fletcher, Frances Densmore and Natalie Curtis. If this music had not been

collected, it probably would have been lost because the Native Americans never wrote anything down.

They would just pass it down from generation to generation. So this album has a little bit of everything. I



call this album Prairie paths because it commemorates my teacher and student relationship which began

in 1999 and blossomed into a musical partnership which produced the new original pieces and

arrangements of old traditional songs on this album. This is my debut recording and I hope it will bring out

the beauty of this magnificent instrument. Enjoy. Steven Gigante
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