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The Shortbus's foray into the dirty side; with favorite tracks like "Man-Ho" and "T&A", total Richmond

poo-grass at it's finest. 16 MP3 Songs COUNTRY: Bluegrass, ROCK: Punk Details: "A friend of mine

asked me, "Are you sure you want Special Ed to play? Have you heard them?" Yes, I have. Multiple

times. Special Ed and the Shortbus is a stringband that may seem a little hard to swallow for some. Much

like the Fugs and Holy Modal Rounders before them, their shows are veritable litmus tests for a crowd's

sense of humor. If you've ever answered yes to Frank Zappa's question "Does humor belong in music?"

then The Shortbus is for you. They're straight-up nuts when they pick and sing, and if you can get past

the lovely freakishness of their stage act, you'll find some real talent backing up the zaniness." -

Haymaker Productions (haymaker.com) "Special Ed (takes) on an aimlessly affable demeanor backed up

by serious ability on their instruments. From standards such as "Sittin' on Top of the World" to odd covers

like Madonna's "Material Girl" these guys show great command of the myriad of styles they attempt to

incorporate . . . One gets the feeling that these guys could play anything, and play it with gusto." - Front

Porch Online Magazine, Fredericksburg, VA Special Ed and the Shortbus play stupid, silly music. We

figure it must be because we derive so much pleasure from making it, and pretty much everything else we

like would fall into those categories. Jug band, Bluegrass, Old-Timey, String Band, Vaudevillian, call it

what you will, it's just American music (except when it's Eastern European). Our primary objective is to

play the music that we would like to hear. We currently make this music on two banjos, two guitars, a

mandolin, a fiddle, a trap set, a doghouse bass, many kazoos, and a whole host of other toys. Special Ed

and the Shortbus have been playing our music since the Spring of 2002. Based in Richmond, VA, we

have traveled far and wide through VA, MD, NC, and WV; as well as up through NY and New England.

As we've been playing, the music has moved in many directions as our individual characters have come
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together and morphed each other's playing. We have gained a reputation both near and far for our high

energy and sometimes bizarre live acts. In 2004 we released two albums simultaneously. "Special Ed and

the Shortbus Bluegrass Band," is our more straight ahead endeavor, while "Downhill From Here,"

contains our more "blue" material. We are in the process of recording two more, which we hope to see

released before Halloween 2005. We resist words like "zany," or "wacky." Our on and offstage demeanor

is not an intentional attempt to set ourselves apart, it's just how we are. The same is true of our music.

We play it that way because that's what we like. We hope you do too!
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