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"What has cast such a shadow upon you?""The Negro."With its intense mix of mystery, adventure, and a

surprise ending, Benito Cereno at first seems merely a provocative example from the genre Herman

Melville created with his early best-selling novels of the sea. However, most Melville scholars consider it

his most sophisticated work, and many, such as novelist Ralph Ellison, have hailed it as the most piercing

look at slavery in all of American literature. Based on a real life incidentthe character names remain

unchangedBenito Cereno tells what happens when an American merchant ship comes upon a mysterious

Spanish ship where the nearly all-black crew and their white captain are starving and yet hostile to offers

of help. Melville's most focused political work, it is rife with allusions (a ship named after Santo Domingo,

site of the slave revolt led by Toussaint L'Ouverture), analogies (does the good-hearted yet obtuse

American captain refer to the American character itself?), and mirroring images that deepen our

reflections on human oppression and its resultant depravities. It is, in short, a multi-layered masterpiece

that rewards repeated readings, and deepens our appreciation of Melville's genius. The Art of The

Novella Series Too short to be a novel, too long to be a short story, the novella is generally unrecognized

by academics and publishers. Nonetheless, it is a form beloved and practiced by literature's greatest

writers. In the Art Of The Novella series, Melville House celebrates this renegade art form and its

practitioners with titles that are, in many instances, presented in book form for the first time.From the

Trade Paperback edition.Author: Melville, Herman Publisher: Melville House Illustration: N Language:

ENG Title: Benito Cereno Pages: 00000 (Encrypted EPUB) On Sale: 2011-06-14 SKU-13/ISBN:

9781933633053 Category: Fiction : General
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Munich, DEU, 20. May 2005 - Donnersberger Bridge In Munich, On Right Hand Side Is The General
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