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Communication is a natural and very essential part of life. Even animals do it. Humans, however, have

evolved from the grunting and groaning of our prehistoric ancestors to the complex speech patterns and

individual nuances of todays many languages. And along with that evolution came deterioration,

eventually. Truly, the quality of conversation these days is nothing compared to the so-called verbal

jousts of yorehealthy, lively banter among peers and strangers alike. Indeed, French Renaissance writer

Michel de Montaigne thought of conversation as 'the most fruitful and natural exercise of our mind.' So

why the seeming decline?
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