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Though-provoking/brooding/dark pop 10 MP3 Songs in this album (42:57) ! Related styles: POP: Folky

Pop, ROCK: Roots Rock People who are interested in Roy Orbison Nick Drake Gene Pitney should

consider this download. Details: The release of American Breakdown finds Troy Campbell bringing it all

back home. Back to Middletown, Ohio, where this native son of an Appalachian truck driver and a Korean

war bride first forged his unique style. Back to Austin, Texas, where his Loose Diamonds established

itself as one of the hardest-rocking and highly-acclaimed bands of the emerging alt-country/No

Depression movement. Back to America, where Campbell returned with renewed appreciation after a

couple years of touring through Europe, winning converts in countries where his band never played.

Musically, the album represents a return to familiar ground. After Campbell's self-released 1999 solo

debut, Man vs. Beast, allowed him to explore atmospheres and avenues beyond the scope of his former

band, he felt inspired to bring his musical development full circle. On American Breakdown, Campbell

teams with producer/guitarist Gurf Morlix, renowned for his work with Lucinda Williams and other

roots-rock luminaries, to craft the sort of melodic, emotionally direct, heart-stirring music that has been

Campbell's hallmark throughout his career. American Breakdown allows Campbell to survey a broad

musical expanse, from the bittersweet lilt of "World Full of Tears" (perhaps the most beautiful song he's

ever recorded) to the mountain-music stomp of "Rosabelle" to the Springsteenesque romanticism of

"Sleepin' Without You." Guitarists Morlix and Jon Sanchez combined with members of Campbell's touring

band for sessions with a live-in-the-studio feel. Campbell and band are eager to tour behind the album,

highlighting material from his two solo releases along with favorites from the Loose Diamonds songbook.

"The last record was more of a transition to explore different things, to separate myself from Loose

Diamonds a little bit and play a lot of the music I hadn't had a chance to play", explains Campbell. "With
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this one, I'd been talking to Gurf in the studio, explaining about how I'd flipped out in London because I

was dying to get back home. I didn't think I was having a nervous breakdown. And Gurf said, "It was like

an American breakdown." That's what a lot of the songs are about - how to throw yourself out of your

element, fragment and come back even stronger." Campbell's been defining his own element from the

time his international genetics blessed him with what he jokingly calls "that un-American Indian look,

exotic white trash from Ohio." Despite the cultural strains of his parents' marriage ("he brought her from

Korea to Kentucky to show what really poor people looked like," Troy says with a laugh), both of them

instilled the love of music from his earliest memories. When he'd take road trips in his dad's coal truck,

they's listen to Elvis and George Jones on the radio and play Red Sovine on the truckstop jukebox. Back

home, he'd sing with his mother, who favored the likes of Sam Cooke, Freddy Fender, even Bobby Darin,

the sort of distinctive crooners who inspired Campbell to develop a voice all his own. Like so many among

his generation, Campbell responded to the alarm of the '70s punk-rock revolution, embracing the

emotional urgency of the Ramones and the Clash, seeing every touring band that passed through nearby

Dayton. Among them were the True Believers from Austin, Texas, fronted by Alejandro Escovedo and his

brother, Javier. Flying the do-it-yourself flag of inspired amateurism, Alejandro encouraged Troy and his

brother Mike to form a band and said he'd let them open for his band, even though they had no musical

experience. Playing with enough passion to offset their lack of instrumental proficiency, the Campbell's

quickly developed the Highwaymen into one of the most promising band from the Dayton area. From the

start, Troy found it easier to write material than try to play someone else's. Winning a radio station's battle

of the bands gave them studio time to record their 1986 debut EP. The four-song, self titled release

served as a calling card for the touring band, who quickly lived up to their name, while opening for the

likes of the True Believers and Green on Red. In 1989, the brothers Campbell followed Alejandro all the

way back to Austin, a creative hothouse filled with kindred musical spirits. Fusing rootsy heartland strains

with punk energy, the band found it's spark renewed through Austin guitarist Scrappy Jud Newcomb, who

played like Keith Richards to Troy's Gram Parsons. After changing their name to Loose Diamonds (from a

song by Jo Carol Pierce, whose acclaimed Austin tribute album Troy co-produced). the band became a

national favorite. They conquered clubs one by one, with the intensity of their live performances recalling

Austin hero Joe Ely or even Bruce Springsteen (who proclaimed himself a fan of the band's "wide-open

sound," while calling Troy "a rare voice"). Though 1993's Burning Daylight album debut won NAIRD's



award as the year's best indie rock CD, and 1996's Fresco Fiasco was listed among that year's 10

undiscovered gems by the New York Times, deals with financially-plagued Austin labels and years of

hard touring eventually ground Loose Diamonds down. Campbell and Newcomb retained a creative

friendship (co-writing the title track to American Breakdown) that keeps the possibility alive for a band

reunion, while both continue to pursue separate musical paths. With American Breakdown, Troy not only

takes a big step in his musical progression as a solo artist, he takes a look back at the various stages that

have brought him here. "There's bits and pieces of everything from the breakup of my last relationship to

a whole lot about my family, and some perspective on Loose Diamonds, too," he explains. Is this music

alt-country, or Americana, or whatever the buzzword of the day may be? "I've never worried about that,"

Troy says. "Wherever I go, it seems like somebody connects. And that's all I'm looking for - just connect."
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