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Les Vampires (1915 - 398 minutes - B&W) is a classic of the mute cinema series directed by Louis

Feuillade. In ten episodes, it counts the adventures of a masked assailants group who haunt Paris. The

mythical actress Musidora [ the first Vamp of the European cinema ] is the star in the series, that

achieved fame due to the great admiration among the surrealists (Andres Breton and Luis Buuel were its

bigger fans), seduced by the dreamily scenes that sometimes appears in the narrative. At first Les
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Vampires was rejected for the French vanguard directors, that considered it like a mere policeman series.

The film was saved from destruction thanks to the efforts of the founder of the French Film library, Henri

Langlois, and after years forgotten, Les Vampires was exhibited again in the sixties, in concurred

sessions that had marked time, especially in Paris, London and New York, causing a reevaluation of the

critics relatively to the work of Feuillade. Andres Bazin, the great critic of the French cinema, said that Les

Vampires was one of the biggest film of all the times, admiration shared with the directors of the new

French cinema. Today, Feuillade is placed side by side to other geniuses of the mute period of the

cinema, as Griffith, Stroheim, Murnau and Gance. The episodes: 1: The Cut Head (31 minutes); 2: The

Ring that Kills (13 minutes); 3: The Red Book (39 minutes); 4: The Specter (30 minutes); 5: The Escape

of the Dead Man (35 minutes); 6: Hypnotic eyes (53 minutes); 7: Satanus (42 minutes); 8: The Master of

the Thunder (50 minutes); 9: The Poisoner (48 minutes); 10: The Terrible Marriage (57 minutes).
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