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A dark, lush indie songwriter album, equal parts classic songwriter and indie piano-pop. 11 MP3 Songs

ROCK: Acoustic, POP: Piano Details: Reviews of This is a Beautiful Town: Performing Songwriter

Magazine says: Everybody knows that music journalists can be given to hyperbole, but there's just no

way to overstate how good this record is. Michael Zapruder is a writer with a rare gift of uncommon

perspective combined with the ability to deliver it beautifully. On the strangely touching and more than a

little unsettling "Little Ship Bluebell"-a crushingly lovely song-Zapruder sings of children sailing away,

"Throwing their crayons into the sea / They'll be grist for the glamour mills / Drinking whiskey taking pills,"

and somehow makes it so pretty. His voice is similar to Damien Rice's for its uncluttered simplicity, and

his lyrics and music are subdued and accomplished. This record belongs on the shelf between Lennon's

Double Fantasy and Westerberg's 14 Songs. Go get it. The Washington Post says: When it comes to

churning out music, West Coast indie-pop tunesmith Michael Zapruder is known for exceeding his quota.

But writing 52 songs in a year's time, a feat recently accomplished by Zapruder, isn't as difficult as getting

folks to remember one or two of your compositions a year from now. Fortunately, nothing on "This Is a

Beautiful Town," Zapruder's latest CD, suggests that goal is beyond his reach. After opening with the

surreal piano ballad "Little Ship Bluebell," which sounds as if it might have been written with a David

Lynch movie in mind, the album frequently exerts a quiet and haunting allure. Zapruder's track record

notwithstanding, none of the tunes here sound as if they were penned with a deadline looming, and that's

not just because the tempos tend to creep along. Lacing his songs with vivid imagery and peculiar

scenarios is Zapruder's chief talent, and he has clearly spent ample time making sure the lyrics to

"Wounded Bird," "August" and the album's entrancing title track rise above the norm. The emphasis on

piano ballads and shimmering acoustics adds to the album's suite-like intimacy. ...some critics have
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mentioned Zapruder's name in the same gushing breath as Paul McCartney, Elvis Costello and Ron

Sexsmith... "This Is a Beautiful Town" may well turn out to be a lasting pop pleasure. The Village Voice

says: "...a damned fine singer-songwriter (and guitarist and pianist) from San Fran, Zapruder's little

song-nuggets evoke Ron Sexsmith, Tom Petty (without the obvious roots-rock influence), Rufus

Wainwright, [and] newer Elvis Costello." The Nashville Rage says: This is a beautiful record. On This Is a

Beautiful Town, Bay Area songwriter and former Vagabond Lovers (a.k.a. Naked Barbies) guitarist

Michael Zapruder has produced an elegantly understated, intelligent record of rare depth. From the

opening line, "Start to weep, protective mothers/The children are sailing away," and tugging piano notes

of the first track, Little Ship Bluebell, Zapruder's music causes the ears to prick up along with the hairs on

the back of your neck. By the final line of final track This Is a Sinecure ("I need another church"), the

listener is in a delicious, moody trance built by Zapruder's lyrical and musical eloquence. Zapruder tinkers

with the usual good songwriter's machinations of love, death, isolation and beauty, but does so with a

unique set of tools - his eye for detail and his skewed perspective make this record particularly magnetic.

Somehow, Zapruder can see houses "like cupcakes on shiny countertops" in the title track without being

saccharine. He can write a line like "there's nothing like a friend misapprehending/the practice of a

hopeless charity" without sounding abstruse or overly indie-hip, but plainspoken. Tinges of Elvis

Costello's wit and Ron Sexsmith's sensitivity are well-complemented in Zapruder's sound with heavy

doses of dark, smart, Joe Henry cool. This Is a Beautiful Town is a warm, close record that dwells entirely

in a hypnotic, mid-tempo universe. In fact, the mid-tempo nature of this record is really its only failing.

Although it is hypnotic in a heroin-cool way that seems to aspire to a Velvet Underground brooding, it

would be nice to break it up with an up-tempo groove every once in a while. Oh Cho Li and This Is What I

Want come close, but stay in a muted haze. Heck, even the Velvets spiced things up now and then.

Pittsburgh City Paper says: "Michael Zapruder is part of a rare breed, able to weave sophisticated lyrics

into sophisticated songs without losing our interest or bagging the whole thing in some Dylan-esque

mad-grab for attention. Zapruder's not vying for some dime-a-dozen "new Dylan" tag like so many of that

ilk. There's an ache in his voice and a cut to the cloth of his electric guitar and elaborate grand piano

that's more Hunky Dory-Bowie and similarly grandiose glam, and might fit on either of Nick Cave's last

two records. One of Zapruder's recent projects was a yearlong journal in which he produced a song per

week. If there were any cliches or laspes in writing judgement left in Zapruder, cathartic exercises like this



seem to have exorcised them. Fufkinsays: "The title cut encapsulates all that is wonderful about

Zapruder. The melody is a revelation, the song having a gloss of '50s jazz. The rich detailed lyrics are

irony-free and in combination with the music and Zapruder's sympathetic vocal, it is an instant classic.

This album cries out for a larger audience." "[Zapruder] is a master of mellow, sitting at his piano and

playing songs that fit somewhere along the lines of Ron Sexsmith mixed with Paul McCartney and Elliot

Smith." Flagpole (Athens, GA) says: "In a post-post-modern era of retro kitsch and sarcastic posturing,

artists free of irony's familiar traps are few. They're far between, as well, so to find a musician like San

Francisco's Michael Zapruder... is refreshing." The Nashville Scene says: "This is a Beautiful Town [is] a

warm, analog-steeped album of musings by a young poet with a notebook full of ideas. Buffalo News

says: "This is a Beautiful Town is a remarkable collection of snapshots depicting a placid if haunted life in

a village populated by Zapruder and his aching, well-earned melodies. These are the sort of profound

songs that make a songwriter, not the other way around. [This is a Beautiful Town is] deep and seems to

lean, at every turn, toward grace." The Onion says: "...moody and lovely..." The Oregonian says: "This is

a Beautiful Town is gorgeous, gently sad piano-pop." Babysuesays: "This is a Beautiful Town is one big

tasty album. Mr. Zapruder has a beautiful deep voice that reminds us of Ron Sexsmith and Mark Everett

(of Eels fame). The songs, however, are pure Zapruder. This entire album was crafted around some

piano and vocal tracks that Michael recorded at Neil Young's Broken Arrow Ranch. The initial tracks were

taken to New York where they were fleshed out and completed. The music ranges from pensive to

poignant to thoughtful to uplifting...and back again. But what drives these tunes are, of course, Mr.

Zapruder's melodies and voice. Astounding and beautiful compositions like "Little Ship Bluebell,"

"Diamond Line," "This is a Sinecure," and the title track are sure to be on a great many playlists for many

years to come. An instant classic, This is a Beautiful Town is refreshing, genuine, and pure. Great stuff.

Rating: 5++ (out of 6).
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