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Albert Maysles has created some of the most influential documentaries of the postwar period. Such films
as Salesman, Gimme Shelter, and Grey Gardens continue to generate intense debate about the ethics
and aesthetics of the documentary form. A pioneer in the development of the "nonfiction feature,” as well
as a central figure in the history of direct cinema, his innovations have inspired Jean-Luc Godard to call
Maysles "the best American cameraman."” His films about Bulgarian artist Christo's large-scale art
installations, including the Academy Award-nominated Christo's Valley Curtain, have often been
described as among the greatest documentaries ever made about the process of creating

art. xO00B__ x000B _In this in-depth study, Joe McElhaney offers a novel understanding of the historical
relevance of Maysles. By closely focusing on Maysles's expressive use of his camera, particularly in
relation to the filming of the human figure, this book situates Maysles's films within not only documentary
film history but film history in general, arguing for their broad-ranging importance to both narrative film and
documentary cinema. Complete with an engaging interview with Maysles and a detailed comparison of
the variant releases of his documentary on the Beatles (What's Happening: The Beatles in the U.S.A. and
The Beatles: The First U.S. Visit), this work is a pivotal study of a significant filmmaker.Author:
McElhaney, Joe Publisher: University of Illinois Press lllustration: N Language: ENG Title: Albert Maysles
Pages: 00224 (Encrypted EPUB) / 00224 (Encrypted PDF) On Sale: 2009-03-10 SKU-13/ISBN:
9780252034299 Category: Performing Arts : Film & Video - Direction & Production Category: Performing

Arts : Individual Director Category: Performing Arts : Film & Video - History & Criticism
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