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Modern jazz guitar driven by strong melody and rhythm. 9 MP3 Songs JAZZ: Jazz Fusion, JAZZ:

Traditional Jazz Combo Details: I was born on October 17, 1976 in Taipei, Taiwan. My family immigrated

to the US in 1984 just after I graduated from the second grade. We lived in Queens, NY for a while where

I attended PS126. I couldn't speak a word of English at the time. In fourth grade, we moved to Corona,

CA. The summer after fourth grade my dad's job was transferred to Chicago and I've been here ever

since. My musical training began as a toddler. My mom taught my brother Mark and me to sing songs

with choreographed moves when we were just little kids. I was also a chorus/choir kid from the fifth grade

on. I remember singing so loudly in fifth grade chorus that the other kids in the class gave me funny looks.

Later on, I sang in school musicals, talent shows, and even operatic productions. Towards the end of high

school I had performed Le Nozze di Figaro and exerpts from Carmen and Don Giovanni. I would continue

singing into my freshman year of college. I started playing guitar at the age of 13. I begged and pleaded

with my parents to buy me an electric guitar. It was a Cort with a crackled finish. By age 15, I was giving

lessons to the kids in the neighborhood. my favorite band at the time was Motley Crue. Around age 16 I

heard my first jazz album. I think it was Miles' first Quintet. A bass player friend of mine also introduced

me to an album with Jaco Pastorius on it called Bright Size Life. I heard Pat Metheny for the first time. I

began checking out every jazz CD and vinyl I could get my hands on at the library and dubbing them onto

cassettes at home. Some of these included: Miles, Coltrane, Monk, Bird, Blue Note stuff, Charlie

Christian, Jim Hall, Wes Montgomery, Sonny Rollins, Ornette, Metheny, Scofield, Mike Stern, Bill Frisell,

John Abercrombie, etc. In 1994 at age 17, I entered Roosevelt University as a double major in Voice

Performance and Jazz Guitar. The following year I transferred to University of Miami for three semesters.

I then returned to Roosevelt University in 1997, and in 1999 I completed my Bachelor of Music degree in
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Jazz Performance. Upon my return to Chicago, I began to pursue gigs for my trio and picking up work as

a sideman. This allowed me the opportunity to work with some of Chicago's best musicians and form

some great musical friendships.
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