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Do real stem cells and stem cell lineages exist in lower organisms? Can stem cells from one organism
parasitize the soma and/or the germ line of conspecifics? Can differentiated cells in marine organisms be
re-programmed to regenerate tissues, organs and appendages through novel de-differentiation,
transdifferentiation, or re-differentiation processes, leading to virtually all three germ layers, including the
germline? The positive answers to above questions open a new avenue in stem cell research: the biology
of stem cells in marine organisms. It is therefore unfortunate that while the literature on stem cell from
terrestrial organisms is rich and expanding at an exponential rate, investigations on marine organisms
stem cells are very limited and scarce. EAN/ISBN : 9789048127672 Publisher(s): Springer Netherlands
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