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Captain Richard Falk's brusque manner nearly alienates Emily Foster on their first meeting. Only the

realization that her young son needs companions convinces her to take in his two motherless children

while he returns to the fight against Napoleon's armies. For the next two years, her only contact with Falk

is through his letters, terse messages, but always accompanied by charming stories for the children. She

slowly falls in love with the man behind the stories. When now-Major Falk returns for a brief visit before

shipping out to North America, she sees nothing of the storyteller in the tired, short-spoken soldier.

Concerned over the fate of his children if he should fall in battle, Falk sets up guardianships. An

acquaintance, well-intentioned but misguided, mentions him to the half-sister he has not seen for twenty

years. Falk is the son of the widowed Duchess of Newsham, but not of the late duke. Never having been

declared illegitimate, Richard has some claim on the estate now held by his half-brother. There is ample

evidence that attempts on his life have been made in the past, and now he fears for his children's safety.

But he is a soldier, and Napoleon is once again loose in Europe, so all he can do is trust Emily, his friend

Tom Conway, and his brother-in-law to protect the children. When Richard returns, wounded, from
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Waterloo, and speaks of emigrating to keep them safe, Emily knows she must speak her mind-and her

heart-or lose him forever.Author: Simonson, Sheila Publisher: Uncial Press Illustration: N Language: ENG
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