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The tradition of Texas blues is as wide as Texas itself. Sometimes it is easy to wonder if new blood can

be struck from the same old vein. Just the opposite would be true of Holland K. Smith. In this, his second

CD for Topcat records, Holland has achieved 12 MP3 Songs BLUES: Texas Style, BLUES: Guitar Blues

Details: The tradition of Texas blues is as wide as Texas itself. Sometimes it is easy to wonder if new

blood can be struck from the same old vein. Just the opposite would be true of Holland K. Smith. In this,

his second CD for Topcat records, Holland has achieved a consistency of feeling that is rare in today's

blues recordings. His song writing is a breath of cool air in a crowded train car, something too refreshing

to go un-noticed. The band used by Smith for the session was comprised of Eric Mathew on upright and

Fender bass, and the superb drumming of Kevin Schermerhorn. Along with 'Gentleman' John Street on

keyboards and the White Trash horn section featuring Steve Howard on trumpet and John Smith on sax,

the trimmings are on the plate and the entree is being served up piping hot. Holland knew exactly what he

wanted and wouldn't give up until he achieved that end. Whether it be one of his ten self penned originals

(check out Devil in The Deep Blue Sea), or his renditions of Jimmy Forest's Night Train or BB King's

Beautician blues, Holland has moulded each number into his own instantly recognizable style. Topped

with the superb production of Ace bluesman Anson Funderburgh this recording is destined to be enjoyed

by many fans of blues and swing. The music presented here comprises Holland's contemporary and

traditional elements blended together into music sure to garner a wide and dedicated following.
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