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A performer who sings the music of the Great American Songbook. His voice carries the warmth and

style of a modern-day crooner. 17 MP3 Songs EASY LISTENING: Crooners/Vocals, JAZZ: Swing/Big

Band Details: Michael Civisca is a performer who sings the music of the Great American Songbook. His

voice carries the warmth and style of a modern-day crooner. Michael is dedicated to the production of

recordings and performances that spotlight the music of the great composers like Cole Porter, Harold

Arlen, George and Ira Gershwin, and Irving Berlin. Civisca possesses a full-ranged baritone which he

uses with finesse and discretion to fit the mood, tone and tempo of the song he's singing, Civisca is easily

at home working with small trio groups, brassy big bands, or lush orchestras. Born in upstate New York,

Michael Civisca didn't begin working as a professional singer until 1995. Michael always had an interest in

the music of the great American songwriters and took trumpet lessons as a youngster. His influences

were the likes of Herb Alpert, Louis Armstrong, and any big band records he could smuggle from his

parents' music collection. Armstrong influenced Michael more as a singer rather than as a trumpeter. By

the age of 15, Civisca had memorized the lyrics of hundreds of songs he heard on those multitude of

records. He was also guided by other singers representing a wide variety of styles, including Ella

Fitzgerald, Dinah Washington, Frank Sinatra, and Ray Charles. As he expanded his singing parameters,

he began searching for vocalists and arrangers that interested him in order to study style and

interpretation. Michael discovered the importance of the musical arrangement as an essential ingredient

for telling a song's story. Throughout the 1970's and 1980's, as he continued his interest with the crooners

and jazz singers of the past, Civisca found intrigue in the many of the pop contemporary voices he was

hearing like Billy Joel, Sting, and Carly Simon. Michael discovered how to further expand his own

interpretative skills by learning what made their voices interesting. Michael Civisca never planned on
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becoming a singer. As he finished high school, he naturally went to college for graphic art (He was always

talented as an artist from a young age). His interests focused on becoming an animator. He was a serious

study. "Rather than just read the Sunday comics, I would study the work of the cartoonists I liked. Bill

Waterson (Calvin  Hobbs) is one of my favorites... I liked his technique and he has a great eye for

composition..." "Luckily, my art skills stayed with me through the years. I now use them to design some of

my CD covers and artwork. It is fun for me to work with designers during the conceptual stages. It

interests me to discuss ideas and then see what people come back to the table with." After college,

Michael decided to develop his interests in various ideas that interested him before focusing on a career.

He wanted to exhaust his choices so not to have doubts later in life. "I always felt music was more of a

dream job for me. I knew I would have my own business, but never thought it would be as a recording

artist." While a friend was visiting him one day, they began talking about Michael's ability to sing. Friends

were familiar with Michael belting out a few lines from old standards. More so for laughs. But everyone

thought he had a voice...except Michael... "I just loved all these songs from the American Songbook, and

after a few drinks, you usually couldn't shut me up." His friend talked him into visiting her vocal coach for

a lesson. Michael remembers thinking that if the coach thought he had a voice, he would seriously

consider becoming a singer. After one lesson, it was apparent Michael could sing. He was introduced to a

musician that wrote for radio. From that connection, Michael became friendly with some of the jazz

musicians around town and was allowed to sit in on rehearsals. Within a year, Michael was already

developing his own songbook and a following of fans around the Buffalo jazz clubs. He continued taking

lessons with the vocal coach. It appears Michael had developed his voice from singing to those early

records, and his breathing was advanced due to the trumpet lessons he took as a child. To develop and

sharpen this new found skill, Michael took several more lessons and began reading books on vocal

training. He supplemented his homework with increasing his exposure in the Buffalo music scene. During

Michael's second year of singing, he met an ex-radio promoter who was opening a new club. The club's

music would evolve around the music of the Great American Songbook. The club owner hired Michael to

be one of club singers. Within months, it was obvious Michael was building a following. So much so, the

club owner decided to jump back into the music business, after being retired for several years, and start a

new record label. Michael would be its first artist. Michael's debut CD came out March 17, 1997 and was

picked up on national radio by May of that year. His manager at the time made connections with some of



the major labels and decided to pitch Michael's voice to them. MJJ Music and Sony stepped up to the

task of redistributing Michael's CD to a national market. At that point, Michael decided to look at singing

as a full-time career.
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