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singer/songwriter 10 MP3 Songs FOLK: Modern Folk, FOLK: Folk Pop Details: Some words from

musician, songsmith, recording artist,  producer Rick Tiven about Rick Robbins and this new CD. There's

a kid (age 60) hidin' up in the Berkshires somewhere, and he has been for quite some time now, who's

just released his third album "Time  Gravity" on his own "Seeds of Man" record label. He dedicates it to

his 85 year old mom, and Liza Stelle Condon(1946-1999) His first two 'Walkin Down the Line" and "Don't

Deny My Name" were produced by Rory Block. Rick Robbins is no newcomer in lots of ways. First off, he

was born in "the North" yet he is innately relaxed and rush-free, but still quick and sharp. He also seems

to understand the workings and reality of Southern America and carries himself in the tradition of a

complete southern gentleman. He has been actively involved in folk music in America since 1963.

Together he and his best friend, as kids really, once succeeded in getting themselves arrested for littering

and making a famous Hollywood movie all about it (1969). Anyway, when you listen to Time  Gravity for

the first time, you'll be thankful it isn't some kid singing corny lyrics and mindless lines. Whether Rick is

singing about a road he wants to take or one he's taken too many times, or for that matter a road he

knows he can never take but dreams of it still, he always takes his sweet time! He may have gleaned this

practice from his good friend and travel'n buddy Ramblin' Jack Elliott. The pictures he himself sees when

songwriting are superbly conveyed through Bold - Confident - Brush - Stroke lyrics. Sometimes using few

sentences and at times few words, he captures something that lets you feel the breeze and hear the wind

up in the trees, or see how the road curves up ahead and you might even smell some fabulous perfume

he's tellin' you about cause he can say it so profoundly. His low singing style voice tells tales in a

compelling fashion and his delivery and tone let you know he knows what he's singing about. Production

values on this project are songful, pleasing, connected, constant and simple with even a hint of
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sparseness. A new line-up of backing musicians are all good friends from the berkshires, who nimbly sing

and play on fiddles, mandolins, acoustic  electric guitars, bass, accordion, Hammond B-3 electric organ,

trumpet and trombone. They include; Rick Tiven, David Grover and his wife Kathy-Jo; Steve Ide and his

wife Carol; Robby Baier; Rob Putnam; and Jeff Stevens, without their wives. Production guidance was

from Rick Tiven and Rick Robbins himself. The tempos are something to listen-up to and you'll notice how

these 10 original songs refuse to rush! Because the tunes don't drag, you respect how "held-back" it all is,

and not only in tempo but also from the urge to overproduce, which is so easy to fall prey to in this

"digitalage". Friends, thanks for listening, but the best listening is yet to come when you hear "Time 

Gravity" by Rick Robbins on Seeds of Man Records. Buy in bulk, or at least get two cause you're

probably gonna wear this one out. Tags: folk music
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