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Russian acoustic blues at it's best: dark, intense, inimitable and charismatic. A unique thing. 12 MP3

Songs BLUES: Acoustic Blues, ROCK: Psychedelic Details: Yuri Naumov, at 38, is well-established as

Russia's greatest blues guitar player where he became a legend for his virtuosity. Since moving to the

United States, he has been hailed by Guitar World and The New Yorker Magazine as "a one-man band"

who -- with no overdubbing or sidemen - sounds on his tapes "as if three guitars were playing." Naumov

started his musical career in Siberia, while going to medical school. His records were bootlegged across

the USSR through the eighties. Forced by the KGB to leave medical school for "spreading decadent

western values," Naumov sought the safety first in St. Petersburg and then in Moscow. But he was

hounded by the authorities from city to city and for years could perform only in secret. His reputation

preceding him, first as one of the Soviet Union's most popular rock stars and then as its most prominent

and unique bluesman -- credited with inventing the Russian blues -- Naumov performed in apartments

and other secluded venues in more than 30 cities. Tired of running, Naumov decided in 1990 to take his

music "home" to the birthplace of blues and rebuild his career in the United States. Entirely self-taught,

Naumov grew up listening to the smuggled records of the Beatles and Led Zeppelin and decided at age 8

to become a rock guitarist. Today, he plays bass, rhythm and lead (and sometimes even "drums") on the

single 9-string guitar which was custom-built for him in Moscow by famous violin maker Sergei Nozdrin.

He does it without picks, using mainly his thumb and second finger -- and 26 different tunings, together

with licks, bends, harmonies, chords and counterpoints never before heard in standard blues. Performing

only his own tunes, Naumov now writes lyrics mainly in English but continues to sing in English and

Russian, and he always performs alone. A music critic in Moscow, after hearing only Naumov's tapes, lost

a bottle of the best vodka betting otherwise. * * * Naumov crossed over to the "more intimate," "personal"
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blues, he says, because "when I play rock, I'm playing to a crowd. When I play blues, I'm speaking,

one-on-one, to every individual in the crowd." His songs are full of urban angst and social isolation which

in the end leave one wondering why one enjoys them so much and wants to hear his music more and

more. -------------------------- Yuri Naumov, Chasse Theatre, Breda, Holland, December 3, 2000 Seeing is

believing. Since I was quite impressed by the CD "Guitar Stories", of the Russian Blues guitarist Yuri

Naumov, it seemed logical that a visit to the theatre to witness a live-performance would pay off. Blues

should not be interpreted literally here: the sound of this unique autodidact is closer to Blues  (Far)

Beyond. Naumov and his nine-string guitar are one and the same entity. Next to guitar, his instrument

also functions as bass-guitar and percussion. He caresses, strikes and tickles his guitar in order to tempt

his beloved to release the prettiest melodies. Ranging from lovely to rough to psychedelic. Naumov also

knows his way around vocally: the entire spectre, from whisper to scream, is to be heard. This man is a

man with a story and he tells it in a way that leaves you breathless and flabbergasted. I'm a believer! (Jos

Raats) (From: Live XS Magazine, 4th year, 2nd edition, February 2001)
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