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Time is a mystery that has perplexed humankind since time immemorial. Resolving this mystery is of

significance not only to philosophers and physicists but is also a very practical concern. Our perception of

time shapes our values and way of life; it also mediates the interaction between science and religion both

of which rest fundamentally on assumptions about the nature of time. C K Raju begins with a critical

exposition of various time-beliefs, ranging from the earliest times through Augustine, Newton and Einstein

to Stephen Hawking and current notions of chaos and time travel. He traces the role of organised religion

in subverting time beliefs for its political ends. The book points out how this resulted in a facile dichotomy

between linear and cyclic time, thereby inaugurating a confusion which, according to the author, has

handicapped Western thought ever since, eventually influencing the content of science itself. Thus, this

book daringly asserts that physical theory, traditionally regarded as amoral and objective, has depended

on cultural beliefs about time.The author points out that time beliefs are again being manipulated today as

the credibility of science is being exploited to promote a picture of time and, hence, a pattern of human

behaviour which is convenient to the agenda of globalisation of culture. The linkages between modern

theology and this brave new physics are traced against the wider context of the so-called clash of

civilisations , and the attempts to remake the world order.The conclusions point to the need to

de-theologise time. EAN/ISBN : 9788132102854 Publisher(s): Sage Publications Format: ePub/PDF
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