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For an elf, the worst curse in the world is blindness. Alix Skyeyes learned that the hard way. Scorned

from birth for his innate handicap, he lives as a pariah in the fae elf palace and survives only due to his

acute senses and battle skills. Having lost faith in their entire race, Alix is surprised when a dark elf

approaches him in a hesitant attempt of friendship. A hardened warrior, Jan'ke carries heavy scars due to

his time in the neighboring demon country. When he meets Alix Skyeyes, he sees in the blind elf a soul

that echoes his own jaded grief. They find comfort in each other-and slowly, but surely, their friendship

evolves into love. When Jan hides his engagement with a noble woman from Alix, his lies push Alix into

revealing secrets of his own past in the worst way possible. Compromises are made, unlikely alliances

are forged and many more secrets revealed. Jan finds himself forced to make the toughest choice in his

life. Will he remain loyal to his country or will he save his lover? Special Content Alert: M/M Excerpt: The

fire in my blood awoke, fueled by my anger with myself and with him. I had never needed anyone in my

life. I felt a remote attachment to my mother, but there were so many things separating us, so many lies

and secrets and pain. I had grown up resenting her, resenting everyone around me and long ago stopped
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being a child. I did not need Jan to pity me or comfort me and neither was I a coward. For good or bad, I

would stop hiding. In a flash, I shifted my body and pressed my mouth to his. As I tasted his unmoving

lips against mine, I realized the extent of my insanity. This was my friend, damn it! He had no fault in the

misery of my life, nor did he have anything to do with my blindness or my complexes. I instantly backed

away and nearly fell off the bench in my haste. "Oh, for the Goddess," I started babbling. "I'm sorry, so

sorry. I don't know what came over me. I didn't mean to do that." Jan's voice sounded cool when he

answered my pathetic apologies. "Didn't you?" And I didn't understand the meaning of his inquiry, until he

expanded on it. "Didn't you mean it?" Was there really a right answer to his question? I had followed my

impulses and effectively made a fool of myself. Why did I want to apologize, anyway? What was the point

of retracting my actions, when no matter what I said, my one impulsive kiss would forever remain

between us, a wall I had erected with my own hands, through my own selfishness and perversion?

Gathering the remnants of my dignity, I cleared my throat and faced him again. I wished I could see his

eyes so that maybe I could guess what thoughts passed through his mind. Like the day after our

showdown in the sparring ground, however, I realized my blindness saved me. This way, I would not lose

my nerve upon seeing his disdain or his disgust. "I did mean the kiss. I didn't mean to force my desires on

you. I shouldn't have-" I didn't have the time to finish my phrase. My words died in my throat, replaced by

a startled gasp, when strong lips crushed against my own. My eyes widened in shock as his taste flooded

my senses, and I instinctively wrapped my arms around his neck, drawing him closer. He feasted on my

lips, greedily tasting every inch of my mouth, thrusting his tongue against mine, ravaging me. He kissed

just as he lived-intensely, roughly, passionately, taking no prisoners. I wished this moment would go on

forever, that we would never return to reality. When our mouths met for our first true kiss, the world

existed for the two of us alone, a world where nothing could ever part us. Alas, much to my regret, we still

needed to breathe.Author: Hyacinth, Scarlet Publisher: Noble Romance Publishing, LLC Illustration: N
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