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Caustic acoustic cacophony returns on this explosive release. 16 MP3 Songs COUNTRY: Country Folk,
ROCK: Americana Details: Wormwood was released in January 2002. At that time, the Woodbox Gang
was a 3 piece group consisting of Hugh DeNeal (vocals acoustic guitar), Brian DeNeal (Bass Crowbar),
and Alex Kirt (vocals multi-instrumentalist). Wormwood also featured guest musicians such as Randy
Crouch (fiddle), Julie Sommers (harmony vocals), and Brad Bolin (Dobro, lap steel). Wormwood is the
topically and musicially the darkest, most haunting aloum that the Woodbox Gang has released.
Wormwood contains perhaps their most creative and diverse use of instrumentation. They used gas cans,
crowbars, iron pipes, kazoos, washboards, a snow shovel, hammond organ, acoustic guitar, mandolin,
banjo, jews harp, an ashtray, 2x4's, jug, and drums to create the spooky tones on Wormwood. This album
was voted "Best Album of 2002" by Carbondale's Nightlife Magazine. Coincidentally, the Woodbox Gang
was voted "Best Local Band" that same year. Wormwood is a glimpse of the Woodbox Gang at the time
when they finally perfected their own original style, a style to which they have remained true in the years
since 2002. Biography: From the village of Makanda in extreme southern lllinois, in a little hollow called
Vulture Valley, comes a "caustic acoustic cacophony" known as the Woodbox Gang. They have skillfully
combined the American roots music styles of bluegrass, delta blues, folk, and traditional country with the
aggressive delivery of punk rock to create their own style of music to which they have given the name
"Trashcan Americana". The band is very interested in experimenting with the combined sounds of various
conventional and non-conventional instrumentation to create sonic landscapes specifically tailored to the
mood and theme of each composition. Hugh DeNeal, their chief lyricist, uses his poetic talents to craft
twisted tales of a dark, yet often humorous nature. The Woodbox Gang specializes in "story telling"

songs. The group has shared the stage with artists such as Hank Williams Ill, the John Cowan Band,
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many others. Alternative country icon Jason Ringenberg (Jason and the Scorchers) has been quoted in
several interviews citing the Woodbox Gang as one of his favorite new bands. The Woodbox Gang's
influences are as diverse as the music which they perform. The group admires artists such as Tom Waits,
Johnny Cash, Bob Dylan, and the Ramones for their enduring inventiveness and their courage to "do their
own thing, regardless of what anyone else may or may not be doing." The band's multi-instrumentalist
Alex Kirt says "We are influenced by everything we've heard, whether it's a symphony orchestra or a push
rod knockin' in an old 350 engine. Just about anything that makes a sound can be used to enhance the
mood of a tune."” This idea can be heard on any one of the group's officially released 4 studio alboums 2
live albums on which they've used traditional guitar, mandolin, lap steel, banjo, fiddle, and bass combined
with didjeridoos, kazoos, sawblades, gutbuckets, crowbars, ashtrays, and rusty gasoline cans to add

brilliant audio hues their musical palette.
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