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Maps have been a part of human culture since the days of scratching on cave walls, and this richly

illustrated history chronicles the road from simple diagrams used to avoid danger to the complex,

navigational charts used today. Displaying an array of historic atlases and a variety of cartography styles,

this book allowsyoung readers to test their map-reading skills while discovering the intricate beauty and

the wealth of information held within. Geographical concepts are spotlighted through an assortment of

guided activitiesincluding finding the elevation of hills, plotting a course with a magnetic compass,

creating three-dimensional land models using a contour map, and performing a plot survey. Drawing the

conclusion that the study of geography and maps is crucial to understanding an ever-changing planet,

this handbook discloses the ways in which technological advances in cartography can further discussions

on climate change, warfare, environmental conservation, population growth, and other timely
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