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Dragon Fli Empire combines smooth, intelligent rhymes with addictive, jazz and funk influenced beats. 18

MP3 Songs HIP HOP/RAP: Alternative Hip Hop, HIP HOP/RAP: Hip Hop Details: Dragon Fli Empire is a

Calgary-based hip hop duo that has quickly gained critical acclaim across Canada and beyond. The team

of Teekay (emcee) and Cosm (DJ) aim to "bring the soul back to hip hop" with funky and melodic beats,

thought-provoking rhymes and killer cuts. Originally formed as a side collaboration project, the DFE

released their first album "Conquest" as a local CD-R in the summer of 2002. It featured "Mount

Pleasant", now a Calgary classic. The song recalls observing life while riding the bus over an infectious

groove. College radio, local press and countless music lovers gave the tunes rave reviews. The buzz only

continued to grow in 2003, with CBC Radio 3 naming "Mount Pleasant" one of their top twenty tracks of

the year. 2004 saw even more growth for the DFE. "Conquest" was cleaned up and re-released

professionally with some new tracks including the popular "D-E-F". The group continued to receive

support from CBC. This included performing on the Radio 3 "Connect the Dots" tour, appearing on the

New Music Canada Vol. 1 compilation CD and taping live performances for ZeD-TV. More radio stations

began to spin the DFE regularly including CKUA in Edmonton. The group also began to perform more

regularly, and to date have opened up for established acts like De La Soul, The Beatnuts, Lyrics Born,

Aceyalone, Lyrics Born, Zion I, Afu Ra, Planet Asia, Abstract Rude, Royce da 5'9, Swollen Members and

Sweatshop Union. They were also invited to perform at the WCMA Industry Awards at the Palliser Hotel

in Calgary. An important detail to note is that the DFE has accomplished all of this without a record deal,

distribution or management; while working full time jobs or attending college. Now in the year 2005, the

DFE is still going strong. They have been featured on CBC's flagship news program "The National" with

Peter Mansbridge and MuchMusic's "Going Coastal" for the prestigious "MUCH does Calgary" showcase.
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They have also started to take their high-energy live show on the road, playing cities like Victoria,

Vancouver, Edmonton, Saskatoon, Ottawa, Montreal and Toronto. Perhaps the most exciting news for

this year is that the DFE will release their long-anticipated second album- "Invasion". Reflecting three

years of added experience, it is a step up from "Conquest" and is certain to give the group even more

momentum. The album goes from fun and funky to more serious territory, taking the listener on an

enjoyable and diverse journey. Special guests (including Mindbender, Ndidi Cascade, Epic, Ohmega

Watts and folk-singer Tariq) plus a sprinkling of live musicians are the icing on the cake for this fantastic

sophomore project.
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