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The doctrine of international relations (inter-state, indeed), territorial ideologies, the logic of autochthony

and its ramifications, ethnic cleansing, are all hinged at different levels upon the same pseudo-fact: to

every society a closed and exclusive territory demarcated by fixed and linear borders. This way of

thinking, totally foreign to African societies for a long time, has generated today more contradictions than

it can ever solve. The authors of this book make a clear distinction between territory formation "from the

top" as being a deliberate political project, and its formation "from below" as being a more diffused

historical process which is determined by the scheme of antagonisms and compromises between social

forces. In lieu of a stark opposition between "the top" and "below", the authors unveil the interdependence

and mutual influence which form the basis of a dual system within which legal formation -by the colonial

authorities first, then by the postcolonial one- is confronted with a host of subaltern spatial dynamics,

neglecting thereby the legitimacy which only them can provide. As an essential read for anyone who is

interested in the relationship between knowledge and power, this book offers stimulating perspectives on

the issue of African unity and its epistemological and political challenges. It renews profoundly our

approaches to human security, citizenship, borders and mobility. Contributions are in English and in

French. Publisher: Codesria Illustration: N Language: ENG Title: African Studies in Geography from

Below Pages: 00000 (Encrypted PDF) On Sale: 2010-11-01 SKU-13/ISBN: 9782869782310 Category:
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