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Marxist, post-Marxist, new historicist, and cultural materialist approaches, as well as cultural studies. The
essays in Starting Over have functioned as exemplars of interdisciplinary thinking, mapping out the ways
in which reading strategies and the constructions of history, culture, identity, change, and agency in
various materialist theories overlap, and the ways in which feminist-materialist work both draws upon,
revises, and complicates the vision of nonfeminist materialist critiques. They are shaped by an awareness
that public knowledge is always informed by the so-called private realm of familial and sexual relations
and that cultural criticism must bring together investigations of daily behaviors, economic and social
relations, and the dynamics of race, class, gender, and sexual struggle. Starting Over is a brilliant
synthesis of literature, history, anthropology, the many influential trends in contemporary theory, and the
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