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From the earliest days of nationhood, the United States has determined who might enter the country and

who might be naturalized. In this sweeping review of US immigration policies, Bill Ong Hing points to the

racial, ethnic, and social struggles over who should be welcomed into the community of citizens. He

shows how shifting visions of America have shaped policies governing asylum, exclusion, amnesty, and

border policing. Written for a broad audience, Defining America Through Immigration Policy sets the

continuing debates about immigration in the context of what value we as a people have assigned to

cultural pluralism in various eras. Hing examines the competing visions of America reflected in

immigration debates over the last 225 years. For instance, he compares the rationales and regulations

that limited immigration of southern and eastern Europeans to those that excluded Asians in the

nineteenth century. He offers a detailed history of the policies and enforcement procedures put in place to

limit migration from Mexico, and indicts current border control measures as immoral. He probes into little

discussed issues such as the exclusion of gays and lesbians and the impact of political considerations on

the availability of amnesty and asylum to various groups of migrants. Hing's spirited discussion and

sophisticated analysis will appeal to readers in a wide spectrum of academic disciplines as well as those

general readers interested in America's on-going attempts to make one of many.Author: Hing, Bill Ong
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