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Michael Bram and the Alternators are one of the New York tri state area's premier Blues bands. This,

their first all original album, features Michael Bram's biting harp, vocals and humor. Their performances

exude passion and enthusiasm that hits the soul 9 MP3 Songs BLUES: Chicago Style, BLUES: Jazzy

Blues Details: Where is 'the blues' in NY and where are the blues headed? Look no further...Michael

Bram and the Alternators are THE premier (young) blues band in the NY tri sate area featuring seasoned

pro's who've played with some of the best! Led by Michael Bram, 29, on harmonica and vocals, their

performances feature their brand of original blues (mostly up-tempo with a biting wit) as well as classics

by Muddy, Wolf, Little Walter, and Ray Charles to name a few. Michael's emotionally charged delivery

bears little evidence to the fact that he is also an in-demand drummer on the NY scene. Review in More

Sugar- Westchester County, NY's most widely circulated music paper......."In the year 2006, how do you

make a great blues album and breathe life into a fairly restricted art form? Michael Bram and the

Alternators let the beat do the talking. After all, their leader majored in jazz drums at Purchase University.

The group, consisting of Michael Bram (harmonica, vocals), Chris Vitarello (guitar, vocals), Brendan

O'Grady (bass, piano, vocals), and Ron Nihoff (drums), chose to record this album live in the studio.

Echoes of the great Willie Dixon produced Chess Records session (Muddy Waters, Howling Wolf). They

walk the tightrope without a net. The CD features all original songs by Michael Bram - each one

spotlighting a different rhythm. A delightful sense of humor pervades the project. The album explodes with

the ominous first notes of "Watch Out," reminiscent of the groove found in The Allman Brothers' "Done

Somebody Wrong." Next up, the classic shuffle of "Altered States Blues" featuring a powerhouse harp

solo. "I can't get up in the morning, but these good times I'd hate to lose." "Leroy's Back in Town,"
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features an old-time swing beat with beautiful jazz comping by guitarist Chris Vitarello. "Blackjack Blues"

showcases familiar card metaphors wrapped in a slow blues package. Once again, Mr. Bram blows some

potent harp, followed by a fluid Vitarello guitar solo. Bram's sense of humor infuses the "Crosscut Saw"

rhumba beat of "It Don't Matter Where You Get Your Appetite" -- the gist being I may look around, but I

always bring it home to my baby. "Too Much Whiskey" follows the classic slow blues pattern of Muddy

Water's "Five Long Years." The groove returns to a shuffle for "Scared of the Man in Blue," an amusing

story of an encounter with a police officer. "Weed Smokin', Tequila Drinkin'" (my favorite) jumps off with a

great solo guitar vamp by Vitarello before launching into a powerful flat-tire beat. The title says it all - "I'm

gonna do my thing and have a good time." The album ends with the medium tempo, r 'n b of "Gotta Get a

New Job." This record may not re-invent the blues, but it certainly blows out the cobwebs. The rhythm

section of O'Grady and Nihoff provide a nurturing and fertile environment for the extended soloing of

Bram and Vitarello. The latter two manage to pull great riffs right out of their back pocket with chilling

ease. Next step, catch these guys live." 2006 Roger-Z Don't forget to look for Michael Bram's debut CD,

"Leroy" right here @ CDBABY!!
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