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Macrophytes and macrophytes ecology have gained an added importance with the introduction of, and

legal requirement to implement, the European Water Framework Directive. This reflects the valuable role

that aquatic plant communities play in assessing the ecological status of water bodies. Significant

changes in the status and general abundance of these communities has been recorded in the last three

decades, consequent on such factors as global warming and, increasingly, on the spread of aggressive

alien species. These changes have been most felt in those waters that are exploited for amenity and

recreational pursuits. EAN/ISBN : 9781402053900 Publisher(s): Springer Netherlands Discussed
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