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An earthy collection of slide guitars with blues, gospel, and jazz inflections. 14 MP3 Songs FOLK: Folk

Blues, BLUES: Acoustic Blues Details: What makes a recording of traditional hymns stand out? First it

draws you in with a mixture of music genres gently melted together to create a soulful earthy sound. Then

it takes you on a journey, one filled with ramshackle old barns, split rail fences, and glimpses of simpler

times. These elements have graced the music of Rustic Spirit, the new recording from guitarist Steve

Cunningham. Rustic Spirit is a roots-based instrumental approach with blues, gospel and jazz inflections

added in. The music of Rustic Spirit blends the melodic simplicity of hymns with a deep improvisational

vibe that is sure to please. Cunningham's proficiency and technical mastery of various guitars along with

his instinctive musical and rhythmic approach, combine to create a voice all his own. This combination of

skill and sound is what makes Rustic Spirit stand apart from the rest. Rustic Spirit kicks off with a warm

and rich rendition of "Amazing Grace" that will call you home. "There Is A Fountain" shows off the warm

earthy tones of the slide guitar while evoking imagery of front porches and glasses of sweet tea.

Cunningham takes you to church with his call to worship "Nothing But The Blood", it will have you

weaving through the pews. "Just A Closer Walk With Thee" and "Somebody's Knocking At Your Door" let

the lap steel sing with a pure sweet melismatic soul. "Doxology", with it's refreshing jazz-tinged

reharmonization, and funky acoustic groove, will have you humming along. "Lord, I Want To Be A

Christian" soothes you with it's intimacy and warmth and "Nearer My God To Thee" does just that.

Winding down with "Blessed Assurance" brings your journey full circle and with Cunningham's soulful

playing on the slide guitar, you can now lay down your head and peacefully rest. "For this recording I

wanted to create a vibe where there was definitely great playing going on, but also a sense of depth and

mystery" states Cunningham. "Some of my favorite albums by cats like Thelonious Monk, Kelly Joe
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Phelps, and Ry Cooder have this sense of something hidden underneath the notes, something greater

than the sum of the individual parts. I felt the slide guitars captures this along with the the warmth and

intimacy of these old hymns while still leaving room for the depth and expressiveness of the Spirit"

Rochester, NY native Steve Cunningham began playing guitar at age 14, where he was influenced by

such diverse artists as Led Zeppelin, Pat Metheny, Yes, and the Brecker Brothers, as well as classical

and bluegrass music. After years of playing and touring with various rock,country, and Top 40/dance

bands, including his own original instrumental rock trio "The Value of X", Steve released his first solo CD,

"Travels", in 1995. Featuring blazing, yet tasteful electric, acoustic, and slide guitar playing, "Travels" still

enjoys steady sales, as well as daily airplay on national radio. Later in '95, Steve relocated to Atlanta,

where he began playing the lap steel, immersing himself in the styles of David Lindley, western-swing

great Tom Morrell, and Sacred Steel player Aubrey Ghent. In 2003, Steve released his second solo CD

"Dubious Tones", a blend of jazz, rock, blues, and bluegrass. This release features a vast array of vibey

guitar and lap steel tunes, including Thelonious Monk's "Rhythm-a-ning" and a scorching version of the

hymn "How Great Thou Art". "Dubious Tones", has received national airplay and rave reviews in

publications such as "Modern Drummer" and "20th Century Guitar" along with on-line publications

including musicdish.com, guitarnoise.com, and jazzreview.com. One of the most diverse and in demand

guitarists on the Atlanta music scene, Steve performs over 200 dates a year, playing jazz, R+B, rock,

funk, nouveau-flamenco, blues, pop, and western-swing, among other styles. He has played with

Grammy-nominated Susan Tedeschi,long-time members of James Brown's band, and Grammy Award

winner William Bell, as well as opening for Jeff Beck, Kool and the Gang, The Barenaked Ladies, The

Four Tops, Dream Theatre, and Blondie. In addition, he has performed at the Southeast Emmy Awards,

the World Series, and headlined at Caesar's Palace in Las Vegas. Steve is also a first-call session player,

playing on hundreds of local and national CD releases, TV and radio commercials, and movie

soundtracks. He has recorded for Coca-Cola, Ford, IBM, Cartoon Network, Microsoft, CNN, and

NASCAR to name a few, as well as recordings with the London Symphony Orchestra.
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