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There are an increasing number of publications concerned with the work of Wilfred Bion (1897-1979).

Many have sought new ideas from his writing however, little attention has been paid to the intellectual

context in which Bion wrote. Bion's Sources traces where Bion's new ideas came from, what job he

required of them, how successfully he used his context and how that has fertilised psychoanalysis. Expert

contributors provide chapters on areas of the intellectual context separate from or adjacent to clinical

psychoanalysis in Britain which have clearly influenced the texts Bion left (those published in his life time,

or subsequently). Chapters explore the influences deriving from Wilfred Trotter, Henri Bergson and

process philosophy, Kurt Lewin and group dynamics, Immanuel Kant, R. B. Braithwaite and the

philosophy of science, the mathematics of notation and transformation, as well as the work of

psychoanalysts who have applied their theories to social science, psychosomatics, and literature and the

humanities. By contextualising Bion in the wider culture of ideas, and removing him from the exclusive

world of Psychoanalysis, Bion's Sources aims to moderate his 'genius' by showing how it was shaped by

very wide influences. This book will be of interest to psychoanalysts, clinicians and those interested in the
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